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ARE  THE  UNEVANGELIZED  HEATHEN  IN  DANGER  OF  PERISHING? 

Truth  has  a  power  fitted  to  move  the  heart  to  feeling  and  the  hands  to  ac- 
tion. There  is  no  topic  of  truth,  from  the  discussion  of  which  the  Christian 
philanthropist  ought  to  shrink.  Severe  and  painful  as  the  truth,  sometimes 
may  be,  it  has  its  use.  And  if  the  knowledge  of  it  gives  |)ain,  still  it  is  better 
that  it  should  be  known  than  that  it  should  be  concealed.  He  who  knows  of 
the  existence  of  dreadful  evils  may  be  aroused  to  remove  them.  If  those  evils 
were  unknown,  they  might  remain  unalleviated  and  unpitied. 

It  is  easy  to  see  the  relation  of  these  remarks  to  the  topic  proposed.  Diffi- 
culties hang  around  the  subject.  It  is  not  a  theme  in  respect  to  which  we  can 
anticipate  universal  harmony.  It  is  one  of  those  points  in  which  the  influence 
of  feeling  prevails  over  an  exact  judgment;  in  which,  in  the  case  at  least  of 
many  persons,  no  arguments  addressed  to  the  reason  outweigh  an  instinctive 
feeling,  swaying  the  understanding  and  controlling  the  heart.  But  human  feel- 
ing is  not  God's  rule  of  action.  And  feeling  is  incompetent  to  settle  a  point 
of  doctrine,  or  to  interpret  the  methods  of  the  divine  administration.  We 
design,  in  this  article,  to  present  a  dispassionate  view  of  the  to|)ic  proposed, 
with  as  much  brevity  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit.  Whatever  conclu- 
sions are  sanctioned  by  the  word  of  God,  we  ought  to  exhibit  fearlessly.  If  we 
properly  feel  their  weight,  they  may  stimulate  us  to  more  fervent  prayer  and 
more  zealous  activity. 

We  maintain  that  the  unevangelized  heathen  are  in  danger  of  perishing. 
By  the  term  "  perish,"  in  this  connection,  we  mean,  to  be  shut  out  of  the  favor 
of  God  in  the  world  to  come  ;  to  be  excluded  from  the  divine  smile,  and  to  lie 
down  under  his  frown  ;  to  be  dejjrived  of  the  blessedness  of  heaven,  in  the 
future  life;  and,  to  be  subjected  to  all  tliat  is  to  be  dreaded  in  the  second  death. 
This  is  the  fate  which,  we  believe,  hangs  over  the  whole  heathen  world.  We 
speak  in  general.  We  do  not  affirm  that  there  may  not  possibly  be  individuals 
who  live  righteously  according  to  their  light,  and  who  will  be  saved.  But  we 
maintain  that,  in  general,  the  whole  heathen  world  are  exposed  to  the  condem- 
nation of  God's  holy  law  ;  and,  that  there  is  no  hope  of  their  escape,  except  by 
the  diffijsion  among  tliem  of  the  gospel  of  Christ,  and  their  acceptance  of  its 
provisions  by  faith. 

For,  in  the  first  place,  the  heathen  are  sinners.  In  common  with  all  our 
race,  they  have  the  infection  of  original  depravity.    Their  inclinations  are  not 
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holy  inclinations.  Their  tastes  are  not  holy  tastes.  They  are  not  constitu- 
tionally propense  to  love,  serve  and  enjoy  God.  He  is  not  the  supreme  ob- 
ject of  their  hearts.  He  does  not  attract  towards  himself  their  fervent  affection, 
their  ardent  desire,  their  true  worship,  and  their  unfeigned  trust.  The  effect  of 
the  taint  of  original  depravity  is  universal.  This  will  be  instantly  admitted  by 
any  one  who  has  ever  seen  the  heathen,  or  who  has  learned  from  the  journals 
of  travellers  what  they  are. 

The  heathen  are  sinners  in  practice.  They  not  only  have  depraved  inclina- 
tions, but  they  act  out  those  inclinations.  They  not  only  have  not  a  taste  for 
holiness  and  God,  but  they  have  a  taste  for  that  which  is  inferior  to  God,  for 
that  which  is  opposed  to  God,  and  which  God  abhors.  And  that  unholy  taste 
and  those  depraved  inclinations  are  constantly  leading  them  to  actual  infractions 
of  the  divine  law. 

For  the  heathen  are  under  law.  There  are  those  who  maintain  that  the 
heathen  are  not  under  law,  that  they  are  not  accountable  for  sin,  and  that 
they  will  not  be  judged  and  condemned  on  account  of  it,  because  they  have  not 
been  illuminated  by  a  written  revelation.  But  "sin  is  the  transgression  of  the 
law  ;"  and,  "  where  there  is  no  law,  there  is  no  transgression."  And  the  hea- 
then are  transgressors;  for  the  scripture  says,  "We  have  proved  both  Jews  and 
Gentiles,  that  they  are  all  under  sin."  If  the  heathen  had  no  law,  we  admit 
they  would  not  be  accountable.  If  there  is  no  known  plan  of  moral  govern- 
ment which  they  have  transgressed,  then  they  are  not  guilty;  they  are  not 
proper  subjects  of  condemnation  ;  and  they  will  not  be  condemned  with  the 
ungodly.  But  we  think  it  can  be  shown  that  the  heathen  have  a  law  which 
they  are  bound  to  obey,  and  the  violation  of  which  will  bring  upon  them  the 
award  of  the  transgressor. 

Men  cannot  violate  a  law  so  as  to  be  justly  accused  of  sin,  except  it  be 
a  law  whose  precepts  they  know.  Hence,  if  any  man  is  accused  of  sin, 
we  infer  that  he  is  acquainted  with  a  law,  of  which  that  sin  is  a  violation. 
But  the  idolatrous  nations  of  antiquity  were  charged  with  being  sinners  be- 
fore God.  Thus  it  was  understood  that  the  original  inhabitants  of  the  prom- 
ised land  were  given  up  to  the  sword  of  the  Israelites,  on  account  of  their  cry- 
ing sins.  The  Atnorites,  on  one  occasion,  were  spared  for  a  season,  "  because," 
said  God,  "  the  iniquity  of  the  Amorites  is  not  yet  full," — implying  that  they 
were  a  wicked  tribe,  and  that  when  the  cup  of  their  sins  should  be  full,  God's 
displeasure  would  be  poured  out  upon  them.  The  Old  Testament  throughout 
affirms  the  corruption  and  guilt  of  the  Gentile,  that  is,  the  heathen  nations. 
How  far  is  the  inspired  record  from  saying  any  thing  which  would  imply  that 
they  were  innocent  in  God's  sight,  or  that  their  crimes  were  not  inexcusable! 

In  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  the  sacred  writer  affirms  that  the  Gentiles,  that 
is,  the  heathen,  who  had  no  written  law,  were  as  truly  guilty  as  the  Jews,  who 
had  heard  Jehovah  speaking  to  them  from  heaven.  They  had,  therefore,  a  law, 
whose  requisitions  were  righteous,  and  its  precepts  discernible.  Hear  the  rea- 
soning of  the  apostle — The  heathen,  he  says,' are  without  excuse  for  their  wick- 
edness ;  first,  because  the  power  and  divinity  of  God  have  been  clearly  mani- 
fested, ever  since  the  creation  of  the  world,  by  the  things  that  are  made  ; 
secondly,  because  the  heathen  show  the  work  of  the  law,  that  is,  the  works 
which  the  law  requires,  written  on  their  hearts  ;  and  their  own  consciences 
alternately  condemn  or  acquit  them,  according  as  they  obey  or  violate  this  law 
(Rom.  1 : 19,  "20,  2:15).  In  Rom.  1 : 19— 23,  the  apostle  affirms  that  God  has 
communicated  to  men  a  knowledge  of  himself  through  the  works  of  creation  ; 
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that  his  perfections  are  clearly  revealed  in  his  works,  and  that  they  are  without 

excuse  who,  after  the  manner  of  the  heathen,  became  ungrateful  persons,  not 
recognizing  their  obligations  to  God,  the  Creator;  who  changed  the  glory  of 
the  incorruptible  God  (the  glorious,  eternal  God)  into  images,  and  the  truth  of 
God  into  a  lie  (the  true  God  into  a  false  one).  They  are  without  excuse  for 
this  impiety  and  idolatry ;  and,  therefore,  in  the  way  of  penalty,  as  a  conse- 
quence visited  upon  them  for  their  sins,  God  gave  them  over  to  uncleanness 
and  vile  affections,  and  left  them  a  prey  to  all  evil  passions  (vs.  24,  26 — 31). 

In  chapter  2:14,  15,  he  says,  the  heathen,  which  have  not  the  law  . . .  having 
not  the  law,  show  the  work  of  the  law  written  in  their  hearts,  their  conscience 
also  bearing  them  witness,  and,  as  above,  alternately  condemning  or  acquitting 
them,  as  they  keep  or  violate  this  law.  Yet  in  verse  12  of  the  same  chapter  he 
says,  "they  that  have  sinned  without  law  shall  also  perish  without  law."  This 
is  said  of  the  same  persons  who  are  afterwards  described  as  having  the  work  of 
the  law  written  on  their  hearts,  and  as  endowed  with  a  justifying  and  condemn- 
ing conscience. 

Hence  we  may  deduce  two  conclusions:  first,  the  heathen  have  an  intelligible 
law, — a  law  whose  requirements  bind  them,  as  truly  as  the  precepts  of  the 
written  law  bind  those  to  whom  the  written  law  has  come :  secondly,  if  they 
violate  that  law  they  are  without  excuse.  It  is  on  the  ground  of  these  deduc- 
tions that  the  apostle  says  (v.  12),  "  as  many  as  have  sinned  without  law  shall 
also  perish  without  law  ;  and  as  many  as  have  sinned  in  the  law  shall  be  judged 
by  the  law :"  that  is,  they  who  have  sinned  without  a  written  law  shall  be 
judged  on  the  principles  of  the  law  revealed  to  them,  and  which  they  have 
broken  ;  and  they  who  have  sinned  with  a  written  law  shall  be  judged  on  the 
principles  of  that  written  law.  This  is  not  a  denial  that  the  heathen  are  under 
law  ;  it  is  not  an  assurance  that  they  do  not  know  the  difference  between  right 
and  wrong ;  it  is  not  an  afiirmation  that,  in  consideration  of  their  ignorance  of 
the  written  law,  they  are  not  accountable  for  their  sins,  and  in  no  danger  of  the 
penalty  of  transgression ;  but  the  very  opposite.  If  the  apostle  had  designed 
expressly  to  rebut  the  false  notion  of  the  safety  of  the  heathen  in  the  future  life, 
he  could  scarcely  have  chosen  a  more  pointed  and  logical  method  of  doing  it. 

The  law  which  the  heathen  have  violated  is  the  law  of  God,  written  in  the 
nature  of  things,  and  on  human  hearts.  In  the  works  of  nature,  there  are  in- 
structions concerning  the  being  of  God,  and  a  portion  of  his  attributes.  In  the 
human  constitution,  there  are  faculties  adapted  to  the  discovery  of  those  teach- 
ings. If  there  is  a  God,  infinite,  eternal,  almighty,  omniscient,  omnipresent  and 
good, — if  he  is  alone,  admitting  none  equal  to  him,  none  like  him, — it  is  due  to 
him  that  we  should  worship  him  only,  and  no  created  object, — above  all,  not 
the  works  of  our  own  hands, — instead  of  him.  If  there  is  such  a  God,  we 
should  love  him  supremely;  we  should  dread  to  offend  him  ;  we  should  main- 
tain constantly  the  sense  of  his  presence.  Endowed  as  we  are  with  an  instinc- 
tive love  of  life  and  good,  and  living  under  relations  involving  dependence  on 
one  another,  God  has  written  on  our  constitution  the  laws  for  the  projjer  gov- 
ernment of  life.  Though  sin  has  defiled  and  dimmed  the  original  impression  of 
duty,  still  a  moment's  calm  consideration  is  sufficient  to  teach  the  sin  of  self- 
ishness, and  the  rightfulness  of  universal  benevolence.  Here,  therefore,  we 
have  the  elements  of  human  duty.  A()art  from  a  divine  revelation,  we  have 
a  law.  The  conscience  of  the  heathen  owns  that  law.  There  are  no  nations, 
however  degraded  and  corrupt,  which  have  not  the  moral  sense.  They  may 
have  varying  and  defective  standards.    But  they  all  recognize  the  distinction  of 
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right  and  wrong,  and  feel,  more  or  less  strongly,  the  obligation  to  pursue  the 

one  and  avoid  the  other.  Tlie  system  of  rites  and  sacrifices  and  penances, 
found  in  every  lieathen  nation,  is  a  testimony  to  their  sense  of  guilt.  And,  if 
their  own  consciences  condemn  them,  in  vie«f  of  their  imperfect  standards, 
how  much  more  sinful  must  they  be  in  the  sight  of  God !  They  themselves 
admit  that  they  do  not  properly  obey  the  laws  which  they  know, — the  un- 
written laws,  in  the  works  of  creation,  in  the  nature  of  things,  and  in  their 
own  constitution.  How  solemn  and  decisive,  in  view  of  such  a  fact,  is  the  in- 
spired declaration,  coming  from  the  lips  of  Him  who  cannot  lie,  "As  many  ns 
have  sinned  without  law  shall  also  perish  without  law."  If  it  had  been  the  de- 
sign of  the  sacred  writer  to  affirm  that  the  unevangelized  heathen  are  in  danger 
of  perishing,  how  could  the  sentiment  have  been  more  strongly  or  more  deci- 
sively expressed  ? 

Some  one  may  suggest  that  we  know  of  no  instances  in  the  heathen 
world,  in  which  men  have  come  to  a  knowledge  of  the  course  of  duty 
and  uprightness,  without  the  aid  of  revelation  ;  who  among  them  has  rea- 
soned concerning  the  book  of  nature,  till  he  has  discovered  the  being  and  attri- 
butes of  God,  and  the  system  of  human  obligation  ?  To  this  we  reply,  first,  we 
are  not  acquainted  with  the  mental  exercises  of  one  out  of  many  thousairds 
of  the  unevangelized  heathen ;  and  those  persons  with  whose  mental  exer- 
cises we  are  not  acquainted  may  be  tlie  persons  who  have  conducted  suc- 
cessfully such  a  process.  The  correct  moral  and  theological  discoveries  of 
Cicero,  Socrates  and  Seneca,  to  mention  no  others,  show  how  intelligible  is  the 
book  of  nature  to  him  who  has  an  attentive  and  thoughtful  mind.  And,  se- 
condly, althougli  no  heathen  may  have  attained  to  this  knowledge,  it  is  not  be- 
cause the  means  have  been  wanting.  The  book  is  open  before  them.  Why 
do  they  shut  their  eyes  against  its  instructions,  changing  the  glorious,  incor- 
ruptible God  into  images,  and  worshipping  and  serving  the  creature  more  than 
the  Creator?  And,  thirdly,  the  defect  is  not  so  much  in  the  means  of  know- 
ledge as  in  the  corrupt  hearts  of  the  heathen.  When  they  knew  God,  the 
apostle  says,  they  glorified  him  not  as  God,  neither  were  thankful.  And,  again, 
they  did  not  like  to  retain  God  in  their  knowledge.  It  is  for  this  reason  that 
God  gave  them  over  to  a  reprobate  mind,  to  do  those  things  which  are  not  con- 
venient. Ifan  obdurate  child,  whom  no  authority  can  control  and  no  love  can 
win,  is  at  last  sent  away  by  his  desponding  jiarent,  with  the  words,  "  Well,  do 
as  you  please,  I  despair  of  your  reformation,"  does  the  child  cease  to  be  crimi- 
nal.' Is  he  not,  on  the  contrary,  the  more  blameworthy  for  his  extreme  wick- 
edness ?  So  it  is  with  the  heathen,  wiiom  God  has  given  up  to  their  own 
blindness.  If  they  are  without  the  knowledge  of  God,  it  is  because  they  do 
"  not  like  to  retain  liirn  in  their  knowledge."  And  when  they  sin  wilfully  and 
willingly  against  the  law  of  nature,  against  their  own  conscience  and  judgment 
and  sense  of  right,  God  holds  them  guilty,  and  inspiration  pronounces  theui 
without  excuse. 

In  view  of  these  things,  we  now  affirm  that  the  heathen  are  sinners  in  the  sight 
of  God.  Every  day  their  crimes  wreak  with  guilt,  and  call  for  his  displeasure. 
A  few  examples  will  suffice.  Read  first  the  account  of  the  heathen  given  in 
'the  first  chapter  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans.  They  "  changed  the  glory  of 
the  uncorruptible  God  into  an  image  made  like  to  corruptible  man,  and  to 
birds,  and  four-footed  beasts,  and  creeping  things  ;  they  changed  the  truth  of 
God  into  a  lie,  and  worshipped  and  served  the  creature  more  than  the  Creator, 
who  is  blessed  forever:  being  filled  with  all  unrighteousness,  fornication, 
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wickedness,  covetousnese,  maliciousness  ;  full  of  envy,  murder,  debate,  deceit, 
malignity;  whisperers,  backbiters,  haters  of  God,  despiteful,  proud,  boasters, 
inventors  of  evil  things,  disobedient  to  parents,  without  understanding,  cov- 
enant-breakers, without  natural  affection,  implacable,  unmerciful.  Who,  know- 
ing the  judgment  of  God,  that  they  which  commit  such,  things  are  worthy  of 
death,  not  only  do  the  same,  but  have  pleasure  in  them  that  do  them."  In  ad- 
dressing the  Christian  Corinthians,  the  apostle,  alluding  to  their  unevangelized 
state  says,  (1  Cor.  G:9,  10,)  "  Neither  fornicators,  nor  idolaters,  nor  adulterers,  nor 
effeminate,  nor  abusers  of  themselves  with  mankind,  nor  thieves,  nor  covetous, 
nor  drunkards,  nor  revilers,  nor  extortioners,  shall  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God. 
And  such  were  some  of  you."  This  corrupt  state  of  the  heathen  was  not  con- 
fined to  the  days  of  the  apostles.  Again  and  again  have  we  been  told  by  mod- 
ern missionaries,  that  if  Paul  the  apostle  had  visited  the  heathen  of  modern 
days  and  witnessed  their  hideous  corruption,  he  could  not  "have  penned  a  more 
accurate  description  of  them,  than  in  the  words  just  cited  from  Romans  1.  It 
is  well  known  that  travellers  in  the  East  find  the  sins  of  lying  and  cheating 
among  the  heathen  universal.  We  think  it  is  President  Durbin,  who  makes 
the  remark  that  the  Arabs  are  so  given  to  falsehood,  that  they  will  sometimes 
lie  when  it  is  against  their  own  interest  to  do  so,  and  even  the  dictates  of  self- 
ishness would  engage  them  to  speak  the  truth.  When  the  missionaries  first 
visited  the  Sandwich  Islands,  the  population  was  fast  wasting  away,  through 
the  indulgence  of  the  natives  in  unnatural  crime.  So  corrupt  are  many  of  the 
tmevangelized  nations,  that  uncleanness  and  prostitution  are  mingled  with 
their  sacred  rites.  So  it  was  also  in  the  Saturnalia  of  the  ancient  Romans. 
In  ancient  Babylon,  there  was  a  time  when  prostitution  was  not  only  permitted 
without  reproach,  but  required,  in  certain  cases,  by  law.  The  Spartans  taught 
their  young  men  that  to  steal  was  a  virtue,  if  they  could  do  it  without  being 
detected.  Deception,  murder  and  lust  roll  like  a  polluted  tide  through  the  life 
of  the  heathen  nations.  The  people  sit  down  to  eat  and  to  drink,  and  rise  up 
to  play;  but  God  is  not  in  all  their  thoughts.  Some  of  them,  like  the  ancient 
Greeks  and  Romans,  jnake  their  very  divinities  patterns  of  pollution  ;  and 
others,  like  the  Mohammedans,  carry  their  taste  for  licentious  concubinage  into 
the  peerless  presence  of  God,  anticipating  the  gratification  of  lust  as  one  of  the 
pleasin-es  of  the  heavenly  world.    (See  also  Bib.  Repos.  Vol.  II.) 

It  is  on  account  of  these  things  that  we  have  said,  the  heathen  are  sinners 
in  the  sight  of  God.  The  scripture  asserts,  that  "they  are  without  excuse ;" 
that  "as  many  as  have  sinned  without  law  shall  also  perish  without  law;"  that 
neither  fornicators,  nor  idolaters,  nor  adulterers,  nor  thieves,  nor  covetous,  nor 
drunkards  shall  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God  (1  Cor.  fi  :9,  10);  that  all  liars  shall 
have  their  part  in  the  lake  that  burnetii  with  fire  and  brimstone  (Rev.  21:8); 
and  that,  without,  that  is,  excluded  from  heaven,  are  dogs,  and  sorcerers,  and 
whoremongers,  and  murderers,  and  idolaters,  and  whosoever  lovetli  and  maketh 
a  lie  (Rev.  22  : 15).  These  characters  find  their  prototypes  all  over  the  heathen 
world.  In  view  of  such  things,  when  the  question  is  proposed.  Are  the  un- 
evangelized heathen  in  danger  of  perishing? — can  we  give  any  other  than  an 
affirmative  reply?  If  we  take  the  word  of  God  and  the  character  of  the  hea- 
then as  the  basis  of  our  reasoning,  is  there  any  logic  by  which  we  can  escape 
tliis  result  ? 

Otiier  methods  of  argumentation  bring  us  to  the  same  conclusion.  The 
heathen  are  human  beings  ;  they  have  souls  which  are  immortal.  Their  fu- 
tur«  and  eternal  state  must  be  happy  or  otherwise,  according  as  their  charac- 
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ters  shall  be.  If  they  have  the  qualifications  for  heaven,  they  will  be  received 
into  its  mansions.  If  they  have  not,  they  must  be  excluded.  If  they  have  fol- 
lowed the  dim  light  which  they  possessed,  obeying  the  law  written  upon  their 
hearts,  they  will  be  saved.  If  not,  as  the  law  which  they  have  violated  has  its 
penalty  attached  to  it,  they  must  fall  under  that  penalty. 

It  is  lawful  to  speak  of  a  twofold  method  of  salvation,  by  works,  and  by  grace. 
Under  the  first,  in  order  that  salvation  may  be  possible,  the  obedience  of  the 
person  proposing  to  avail  himself  of  it  must  be  universal  and  entire.  A  single 
failure,  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave,  would  break  the  condition  and  cover  the 
hope  of  the  sinner  in  eternal  night.  Not  one  of  the  unevangelized  heathen,  we 
are  confident,  could  claim  or  expect  heaven,  on  the  ground  of  perfect  obe- 
dience. 

Under  the  second, — salvation  by  grace, — it  is  necessary  that  he  who  would  be 
saved  should  embrace  the  atonement  as  his  hope,  with  repentance  and  faith. 
Now,  alas,  the  unevangelized  heathen  have  no  knowledge  of  salvation  by  grace, 
or  of  an  atonement  for  sin,  or  of  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  They  do  not  repent  of 
sin.  On  the  contrary,  they  cleave  to  it  most  tenaciously,  holding  their  caste, 
their  idolatry,  their  sensuality,  and  their  selfishness,  with  a  grasp  that  refuses  to 
be  loosened.  They  love  their  sins,  and  glory  in  them.  If  now,  in  order  to  be 
saved,  a  man  must  repent  of  his  sins  and  forsake  them,  what  hope  has  the  hea- 
then world  ? 

Faith  is  an  indispensable  requisite  in  him  who  would  be  saved.  "He  that 
believeth  and  is  baptized,"  said  the  ascending  Jesus,  "  shall  be  saved  :  he  that 
believeth  not  shall  be  damned."  But  how  shall  they  believe  in  him  of  whom 
they  have  not  heard  ?  Besides,  the  whole  heathen  world  spend  their  lives  in 
trying  to  work  out  a  righteousness  of  their  own.  They  trust  in  their  sacrifices, 
their  pilgrimages,  their  self-denials,  their  self-tortures,  but  not  in  Christ.  And 
if  faith  in  him,  actually  or  substantially,  really  or  constructively,  is  necessary  to 
salvation,  and  they  are  totally  destitute  of  that  faith,  how  can  they  be  saved  ? 

Regeheration  is  a  necessary  qualification  for  heaven.  "Except  a  man," — 
any  man, — every  man, — "  be  born  again,  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God." 
The  natural,  depraved  heart  must  be  changed.  Old  things  mu.st  pass  away, 
and  all  things  become  new.  For,  if  any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature. 
It  is  not,  on  some  accounts,  difficult  to  conceive  that  a  sinner  might  be  carried 
to  heaven  ;  but  heaven  could  give  him  no  happiness,  if  his  taste  were  not  in  har- 
mony with  it.  The  necessity  of  regeneration  consists  in  this, — that  a  heavenly 
taste  must  be  implanted  in  the  soul,  adapting  a  man  to  the  employments,  the 
enjoyments  and  the  society  of  that  happy  place.  But,  the  heathen  are  not 
regenerated  ;  they  have  never  exercised  that  holy,  heavenly  taste.  How  then 
can  they  be  fit  inhabitants  of  heaven  ? 

It  is  affirmed  in  the  scriptures  that  "without  holiness  no  man  shall  see  the 
Lord."  'i'he  statement  is  made  without  exception.  Let  any  man  examine  the 
foregoing  remarks  in  reference  to  heathen  wickedness  and  pollution,  or  inquire 
into  the  present  actual  condition  of  the  unevangelized  nations,  and  he  will 
quickly  see  to  what  result  this  divine  principle  will  bring  him. 

The  religion  of  the  heathen  is  notoriously  a  system  of  external  observances. 
But  our  Loi  J  said,  "  Except  your  righteousness  exceed  the  righteousness  of  the 
scribes  and  Pharisees,  ye  shall  in  no  case  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 
We  fear  that,  tried  by  this  test,  they  must  be  deemed  as  much  in  danger  as 
when  tried  by  any  of  the  preceding. 
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Id  the  word  of  God  several  descriptions  of  persoris  are  mentioned  who 
have  no  part  in  heaven.  Many  of  those  descriptions  apply  precisely  to  the 
great  mass  of  men  in  the  heathen  world. 

But  three  objections  may  he  suggested.  1.  It  would  be  unjust  in  God  to 
punish  the  heathen  ;  for  they  have  no  knowledge  of  the  way  of  salvation. 
We  reply,  it  is  not  unjust  in  God  to  punish  sin.  He  has  affirmed  that  he  will 
do  so.  How  could  he  receive  the  heathen  into  heaven,  corrupt  as  they  have 
made  themselves,  unrepenting  and  unbelieving, — without  violating  his  prin- 
ciples of  government,  his  promises,  his  threatenings,  and  his  purposes?  Their 
punishment  will  not  be  the  consequence  of  their  ignorance  of  revelation,  but 
the  consequence  of  their  violation  of  known  laws.  "As  many  as  have  sinned 
without  law  shall  also  perish  without  law." 

2.  On  account  of  their  moral  darkness,  the  heathen  cannot  merit  so  severe 
a  doom.  We  acknowledge  that  he  that  knew  not  his  lord's  will  and  did  it 
not,  will  be  beaten  with  few  stripes.  And  if  the  heathen  shall  perish,  sin- 
ners in  Zion  may  well  be  afraid.  If  these  things  be  done  in  the  green  tree, 
what  shall  be  done  in  the  dry  ?  But  it  has  before  been  shown  that  the  heathen 
have  a  law.  Now  they  either  keep  that  law,  or  they  violate  it.  If  they  keep  it, 
they  can  claim  heaven  as  a  debt;  if  they  violate  it,  they  must  bear  the  penalty 
of  its  violation,  and  God  will  be  just  in  indicting  that  penalty.  They  have  sin- 
ned or  they  have  not  sinned.  If  they  have  not  sinned,  they  have  nothing  to 
fear.  Eternal  joy  is  their  portion.  If  they  have  sinned,  it  cannot  be  said  that 
they  have  not  merited  the  punishment  of  sin. 

3.  If  it  should  be  said  that  on  account  of  the  death  of  Christ  mercy  will 
be  extended  to  the  heathen,  irrespective  of  the  proclamation  of  the  gospel 
among  them, — we  ask,  by  what  authority  is  this  said  ?  Where,  and  in  what 
language  does  the  scri|)ture  affirm  it  ?  And  even  if  they  were  saved  from  de- 
struction, how  could  they  be  fitted  for  the  enjoyment  of  a  holy  heaven,  into 
which  there  shall  in  no  wise  enter  any  thing  that  defileth,  neither  whatsoever 
worketh  abomination,  or  maketh  a  lie;  but  they  that  are  written  in  the  Lamb's 
book  of  life  ?  Without  repentance,  without  regeneration,  without  faith  in 
Christ,  without  a  single  holy  taste,  or  affection,  or  emotion,  or  a  single  point  of 
adaptation  to  heaven,  how  can  they  be  welcomed  into  it,  with  the  sentence, 
Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servants? 

We  shrink  from  the  awful  result  to  which  these  arguments  have  brought  us. 
We  tremble  at  the  conclusion,  and  yet  we  cannot  resist  the  evidence.  We 
will  not  hide  the  truth.  We  dwell  in  a  world  where  there  is  such  misery. 
Five  hundred  millions  of  our  fellow  men  belong  to  the  class  which  we  have 
denominated  the  unevangelized  heathen  ;  and  with  every  beating  pulse,  they 
are  passing  to  their  immortal  destiny.  There  is  only  one  alleviation  of  their 
doleful  condition.  That  alleviation  is  found  in  the  gospel  of  Christ.  Who 
will  not  give  of  his  money,  that  the  pearl  of  great  price  may  be  transmitted  to 
them  ?  Who  will  not  be  fervent  in  prayer  that  the  perishing  nations  rnay  be 
delivered  ?  * 
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HUMAN  LIFE  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  DEMANDS  OF  THE  MISSIONARY  CAUSE. 

No  human  possession  is  so  valuable  as  life;  and  few  questions  are  so  hard 
to  be  settled  as  those  in  which  the  possible  sacrifice  of  life  is  involved. 
How  difficult  it  is  to  give  even  the  claims  of  duty  full  weight,  when  placed  in 
the  balance  against  so  valued  an  endowment.  Persons  of  adult  years  feel  a 
hesitation  in  settling  such  questions  in  respect  to  themselves.  Parents  feel  the 
same  hesitation  ia  respect  to  their  children.  Shall  they  give  up  their  beloved 
offspring,  when  the  probability  of  an  early  curtailment  of  their  usefulness,  and  the 
prospect  of  an  untimely  death,  stares  them  in  the  face  ?  Shall  they  not  only 
consent  to  the  arrangement,  but  even  advise  it,  in  view  of  the  chances  of  such  a 
catastrophe  ? 

This  is,  moreover,  a  moral  question.  The  preservation  of  life  is  a  sacred 
duty.  We  have  no  right  to  trifle  with  it.  We  owe  it  to  the  world  and  to  the 
cause  of  religion  to  protract  the  period  of  our  usefulness  to  the  utmost  possible 
limit.  In  like  manner  we  should  use  our  influence  with  others  to  prevent 
them  from  the  needless  waste  of  so  precious  a  boon. 

But  religion  demands  sacrifices.  The  cause  of  missions  requires  sacrifices. 
The  discharge  of  duty  is  sometimes  connected  with  sacrifices, — sacrifices  that 
stagger  our  faith  and  overwhelm  our  hearts.  It  is  a  serious  question  whether 
the  sacrifice  of  life,  or  of  the  fair  prospect  of  its  continuance,  may  not  be  one  of 
the  sacrifices  to  which  we  are  called.  God  may  require  it  of  us  for  the  purpose 
of  trying  our  faith,  as  he  required  of  Abraham  the  sacrifice  of  his  son  Isaac. 
Many  are  the  great  causes  which  have  been  consecrated  in  the  beginning  by 
the  sacrifice  of  life  ;  perhaps  it  may  be  requisite  that  the  missionary  cause 
should  be  consecrated  in  the  same  manner. 

An  examination  of  the  statistics  of  missionary  history  indicates  to  us  that  a 
few  thoughts  on  this  topic  may  not  be  out  of  |)lace.  It  is  a  topic  which  we  do 
well  to  approach  with  a  perception  of  its  difficulty,  its  importance,  and  the  ten- 
der and  the  great  interests  involved  in  it. 

In  the  outset,  we  doubt  if  the  number  of  deaths  which  occur  among  mis- 
sionaries is  greater,  in  proportion,  than  the  number  which  occurs  among  per- 
sons in  other  spheres  of  employment.  The  station  of  the  persons  concerned, 
the  interest  generally  fielt  in  them,  and  the  shock  which  their  removal,  es- 
pecially their  sudden  removal  by  acute  diseases,  causes  us,  gives  to  their  death 
a  prominence  in  our  minds.  But  men  and  women  die,  in  all  countries  and  in 
all  departments  of  labor.  In  statistical  tables  published  a  few  years  since,  it  is 
stated  that  in  Boston,  one  in  forty-two  dies  annually;  in  Philadelphia,  one  in 
forty-six;  in  New  York,  one  in  thirty-seven  ;  in  London,  one  in  forty;  and  in 
Vienna,  one  in  twenty-three.  Now  when  we  compare  the  number  of  mission- 
aries in  heathen  countries  and  the  number  of  those  who  die,  with  the  results 
contained  in  these  tables,  the  average  of  deaths  does  not  appear  unusual.  Dur- 
ing the  thirty-five  years  since  the  American  Baptist  Mission  was  commenced  in 
Burmah,  a  little  more  than  thirty  of  its  missionaries  have  died,  including  male 
and  female.  If,  of  the  number  in  the  field  at  the  present  time,  four  should  die 
every  year, — which  would  be  less  than  the  average  of  deaths  in  Boston,  who 
would  not  deem  it  an  enormous  mortality Or  if,  in  consequence  of  several 
of  the  deaths  occurring  among  children,  the  number  of  deaths  of  adult  mis- 
sionaries were  reduced  to  two  a  year,  we  should  think  even  this  an  alarming 
average.    But  it  would  by  no  means  equal  the  ordinary  mortality  in  Vienna. 
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The  mortality  among  missionaries  is  probably  no  greater  than  that  which 
occurs  among  persons  residing  abroad  for  commercial  purposes,  as  merchants, 
government-agents,  etc.  Yet  the  fact  that  deaths  occur  among  the  latter  does 
not  interfere  with  the  custom  of  foreign  residence.  In  1837,  there  were  two 
hundred  and  forty-three  foreign  residents,  European  and  American,  living  in 
China,  including  five  missionaries; — of  these  residents,  twenty-six  had  families 
with  them.  The  last  year  there  were  sixty-seven  Ciiristian  missionaries  there. 
These  facts  show  that  for  commercial  purposes  men  will  cheerfully  submit 
themselves  to  an  exposure,  which  many  Christians  seem  to  dread.  Men  of  the 
world,  whose  only  object  is  perishable  treasure,  willingly  hazard  the  sacrifice  of 
life  ;  but  from  the  same  sacrifice  they  shrink,  who  are  to  win  crowns  for  Jesus 
Christ 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  persons  who  die  in  the  missionary  ser- 
vice would  not  be  immortal,  if  they  had  remained  at  home.  The  proverb, 
"Man  is  immortal  till  his  time  comes,"  is  doubtless  in  place  here.  We  believe 
that  the  bounds  of  men's  habitation  are  fixed  by  a  God  of  infinite  wisdom  ;  and 
that,  wherever  they  may  be,  they  will  wait  all  the  days  of  their  appointed  time. 
Hence  the  very  persons  who  die  on  missionary  ground,  might  have  dieil  at  the 
same  juncture,  had  they  never  left  their  native  land.  In  examining  the  statistics 
of  the  diseases  by  which  thirty  missionaries  of  the  Union  have  been  taken 
away,  we  find  but  two  instances  of  diseases  purely  indigenous  to  the  country 
where  they  died.  Three  died  of  cholera  and  one  of  small  pox.  Men  die  of  the 
same  diseases  in  this  country.  Four  died  of  pulmonary  consum[)tion.  Seven 
died  of  dysenteric  complaints,  four  of  fever,  and  four  females  after  confine- 
ment. These  diseases  cannot  be  averted  at  home.  Multitudes  are  carried  off 
by  them  every  year.  Persons  in  the  vigor  of  life  and  hope,  and  in  the  bloom 
of  beauty,  become  victims  to  them.  And  it  is  a  vain  effort,  by  keeping  our 
friends  at  home,  to  endeavor  to  hide  them  from  God.  We  cannot  conceal 
ourselves,  in  America  or  in  Europe,  where  disease  and  death  will  not  find  us. 

in  November,  1847,  a  table  was  jtublished  in  this  Magazine,  giving  information 
respecting  the  deaths  of  all  the  deceased  missionaries  of  the  American  Baptist 
Missionary  Union.  In  that  table  are  recorded  the  names  of  nine  males  and 
twenty-one  females.  It  is  remarkable  that  of  the  persons  who  have  died  in  the 
service  of  the  Union,  the  average  term  of  missionary  service  of  the  females  has 
been  in  every  case  longer  than  of  the  males.  In  Burmah,  of  seven  males  who 
I  have  died,  the  average  term  of  service  was  four  years  and  five  months  nearly  ; 
I  of  fourteen  females,  seven  years  and  six  montlis.  In  Siam,  of  two  males,  the 
I  average  term  of  service  was  one  year  and  ten  months;  of  two  females,  three 
1  years  and  seven  months.  In  China  and  Assam,  all  who  have  died,  four  in 
number,  are  females.  The  general  average  is,  for  nine  males,  three  years  and 
ten  months  nearly ;  for  twenty  females,  six  years  and  five  months  nearly. 
These  facts,  it  is  true,  do  not  prove  the  greater  liability  of  males  than  of  females 
to  perish  by  an  early  death.  Indeed,  God  has  graciously  preserved  the  lives 
of  the  male  members  of  the  missions,  through  many  and  great  perils.  The  av- 
erage term  of  service  of  all  the  males  who  have  been  sent  abroad,  far  exceeds 
tlie  average  term  of  service  of  all  the  females.  But,  if  there  were  in  the  outset 
a  more  vigorous  constitution,  (and  this  should  be  regarded  in  the  female  candi- 
dates for  missionary  service,)  and  were  more  care  exercised  to  prevent  exces- 
sive care  and  labor,  and  an  undue  burden  of  responsibility,  we  could  not  but 
hope  for  still  better  results  in  the  case  of  the  female  sex. 
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Doubtless  there  are  various  ways  in  which,  humanly  speaking,  sickness  and 
death  may  be  averted,  the  term  of  life  lengthened,  and  the  period  of  usefulness 
protracted.  On  this  subject  we  refer  the  reader  to  an  article  in  this  Magazine, 
for  November,  1847,  Vol.  xxvii,  p.  385. 

But  even  if  life  in  the  East  in  the  missionary  field  be  somewhat  shortened 
beyond  the  average  in  other  countries,  and  beyond  what  might  be  expected, 
apart  from  the  exhausting  toils  of  that  employment,  we  beg  leave  to  suggest 
that  we  owe  it  to  God  and  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  be  willing  to  expose 
ourselves  and  our  children  as  sacrifices  on  the  altar  of  Christian  missions.  The 
Lord  Jesus  gave  his  own  life  in  a  kindred  cause  ;  are  we  better  than  he?  God 
has  demanded  a  few  sacrifices,  which  were  apparently  needless,  in  this  enter- 
prise ;  perhaps,  to  teach  us  to  trust  in  his  Spirit  more  than  in  human  instru- 
ments ;  perhaps,  to  show  how  boundless  are  his  resources,  and  that  he  can  do 
without  some  of  those  whom  we  had  deemed  essential  to  the  advancement  of 
his  kingdom.  So  Dr.  and  Mrs.  James  were  drowned  at  the  outset  in  their 
work;  so  Rev.  J.  Thomas  was  killed  by  the  fall  of  a  tree,  as  he  was  ascending 
the  river  to  go  to  Assam ;  so  Munson  and  Lyman  were  murdered  by  the  can- 
nibals of  Sumatra  ;  so  John  Williams  in  the  South  Sea  Islands,  and  De  Bruyn 
in  Chittagong,  and  another  Mr.  Williams,  with  his  family,  in  South  Africa,  and 
others,  have  been  put  to  death  by  those  to  whom  they  went  to  carry  the  word  of 
life.  And  so,  by  acute  or  chronic  diseases,  have  some  of  our  female  mission- 
aries been  taken  away  after  a  term  of  service  by  no  means  protracted.  Are 
these  things  God's  frown  upon  our  efforts  ?  Are  they  not  rather  the  setting  of 
a  few  of  our  choice  gems  in  his  coronet,  as  shining  points  to  fix  our  eyes  on 
heaven  and  on  God  in  the  outset  of  our  efforts  ?  Are  they  not  methods  of  his 
mysterious  and  wonder-working  Providence,  to  teach  us  the  importance  of 
faith,  and  of  singleness  of  purpose,  and  of  an  absolute  sacrifice,  in  this  cause,  of 
that  which  we  give  to  God The  glory  of  our  gifts  of  self-denial  in  this  enter- 
prise is  that  they  be  entire  gifts,  never  to  be  demanded  back  again.  Ought 
we  not  to  offer  such  gifts,  for  such  a  cause,  and  in  obedience  to  such  a 
Redeemer?  The  glory  of  faith  is  to  trust  God  in  the  dark.  Abraham  never 
was  more  pleasing  to  God,  than  when  he  gave  up  to  him  his  only  son  Isaac, 
anticipating  that  he  should  see  his  early  death,  and  ready  to  inflict  it,  at  God's 
command,  by  his  own  hand.  So  let  us  give  ourselves  to  God  in  the  missionary 
enterprise  ;  so  let  us  give  to  him  our  children  and  our  dearest  friends  ;  "  for 
with  such  sacrifices  God  is  well  pleased."    "  And  the  Lord  will  reward  him." 
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1  shall  not  suppose,  in  addressing  you,  that  you  are  altogether  indifferent 
to  the  great  work  of  evangelizing  the  world.  Such  a  supposition  would 
amount  to  a  contradiction  in  terms.  A  Christian  who  takes  no  interest  in  the 
establishment  and  extension  of  Christ's  kingdom,  implies  no  less  of  incongru- 
ity than  does  the  idea  of  an  obedient  child  who  disregards  his  father's  will, — of 
a  faithful  servant  who  wastes  liis  master's  property, — of  a  loyal  subject  who  is 
leagued  in  treason  against  his  rightful  sovereign. 

But,  while  the  duty  of  lending  your  aid  to  this  great  cause  may  not  be  over- 
looked, much  less  gainsaid  or  disavowed,  it  may  not  hitherto  have  received 
that  place  in  your  regards  which  it  is  entitled  to  occupy.  Allow  me,  therefore, 
for  the  purpose  of  elevating  it  to  its  right  position, — allow  tne  to  bring  within  a 
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narrower  compass,  and  to  present  to  your  closer  scrutiny,  some  of  those  points 
which  have  already  been  more  generally  and  largely  brought  under  your  review. 

Reflect,  then,  upon  the  magjiificence  of  the  enterprise  in  which  tou 
ARE  called  to  enoage.  It  hiis  lor  its  object  the  renovation  of" the  soul, — it 
embraces  the  circumference  of  the  globe, — it  is  commensurate  with  the  dura- 
tion of  eternity.  Its  design  is  to  sweep  away  every  remnant  of  pollution  and 
misery  that  has  marred  the  face  of  God's  fair  creation, — to  transform  the  world 
into  a  terrestrial  paradise, — to  make  earth  a  nursery  for  heaven.  Its  aim  is  the 
accomplishment  of  the  same  high  purpose  for  which  the  eternal  Son  of  God 
left  his  Father's  bosom,  and  lived  and  died  in  our  sinful  world  ;  for  which  he 
administers  the  affairs  ol' the  universe:  and  for  which  the  Holy  Ghost  is  sent 
down  from  heaven.  No  more  convincing  evidence  of  its  greatness  can  exist 
than  the  means  provided  for  carrying  it  forward.  The  power  of  the  cross  of 
Christ,  his  kingly  authority,  and  the  energy  of  his  Spirit,  all  concur  in  its  ac- 
complishment. It  is  a  work,  the  progress  of  vvhicli  awakens  the  interest  of 
angels,  and  whose  completion  will  exert  an  influence  on  the  highest  ordeis  of 
intelligent  existence.  We  cannot  calculate  the  extent  and  variety  of  its  re- 
lations, nor  grasp  in  our  minds  the  immensity  of  its  results.  Imagination  itself 
becomes  bewildered  by  the  ami)litude  of  the  field  it  opens  to  our  view.  We 
are  not  so  well  qualified  besides  as  we  hope  yet  to  be,  to  perceive  its  gran- 
deur, or  to  estimate  its  bearing  on  the  pm-poses  and  plans  of  the  Almighty. 
It  is  only  in  the  course  of  being  unfolded.  Like  the  condition  of  things  in 
the  earlier  stages  of  the  creation,  the  elements  are  only  beginning  to  arrange 
and  adjust  themselves,  and  have  not  yet  assumed  the  form  and  order  by  which 
they  are  iully  to  reflect  the  wisdom  and  beneficence  of  the  Creator.  We  are 
a  part,  too,  rather  than  spectators  of  the  scene.  And,  like  a  few  individuals  in  a 
long  procession,  which  has  only  begun  to  issue  from  the  vaulted  recesses  of 
some  venerable  |)ile,  we  are  neither  at  the  time,  nor  in  the  place,  in  which  we 
can  take  an  enlarged  and  comprehensive  survey  of  the  whole.  But  is  it  not 
enough  to  satisfy  your  mind  as  to  the  magnificence  of  the  nndei  taking,  that  it 
is  the  same  which  occupied  the  counsels  of  Eternal  Wisdom,  and  the  accom- 
j)lishment  of  which  became  the  work  of  the  incarnate  God? 

Consider,  also,  the  distinct  and  solemn  obligation  lndek  which  yoit 
lie  to  lend  your  support  to  this  enterprise  of  love.  It  is  not  a  rnat- 
ter  of  taste  or  of  opinion,  but  a  jiositive  duty  enjoined  upon  you  by  supreme  au- 
thority. It  is  well  indeed  that  your  tastes  and  opinions  have  been  made  to 
accord  in  some  measure  with  the  Divine  will.  But  the  reason  of  your  com- 
pliance in  this  case,  is  not  merely  or  principally,  because  you  are  disposed  to 
Assist  in  the  work, — but  because  God  has  commanded  it.  That  command  is  to 
regulate  your  inclinations,  and  to  raise  them  to  its  own  high  standard.  The 
wavering  mind,  or  the  fainting  spirit,  which  may  cause  you  to  hesitate  or  to 
languish  in  the  enterprise,  subjects  yon  to  the  charge  and  to  the  guilt  of  diso- 
bedience. By  devout  reflection  you  may  perhaps  discover  that  you  owe  to  the 
cause  your  personal  consecration  ;  at  all  events,  you  owe  to  it  your  best  efforts 
and  highest  influence  in  your  particular  sphere  of  life.  You  owe  it  your  pe- 
cuniary contributions  and  your  prayers,  and  that  too  in  the  very  s[)irit  of  the 
Christian  missionary  himself",  who  leaves  his  country  and  his  home.  You  fail 
in  this  important  department  of  duty,  if  you  fail  in  maintaining  a  f"ellowship  of 
spirit  and  of  aim  with  him  who  from  love  to  Christ  has  gone  l"orth  to  preach  his 
gospel  to  heathen  lands,  and  if  you  do  not  therefore  perform  your  part  of  the 
service,  willingly,  amply,  heartily,  and  to  the  end.  Your  compliance  in  this 
case,  is  one  of  the  most  decided  tests  of  your  personal  religion.  If  you  fail 
here,  it  will  be  impossible  for  you  to  avoid  the  suspicion,  that  you  have  forfeited 
your  entire  claim  to  the  character  of  a  believer. 

Think,  too,  on  the  high  honor  which  a  participation  in  this  work 
CONFERS.  It  has  l)een  transmitted  to  you  from  the  hands  of  the  most  illustrious 
men  who  ever  adorned  our  nature,  or  blessed  our  world.  They  pursued  it 
with  indefatigable  zeal,  up  to  the  last  hoin-  of  their  continuance  on  earth,  and 
with  their  dying  breath  commended  it  to  the  care  of  posterity.  They  have 
placed  it  in  your  hands,  entrusted  it  to  your  care.  And  is  it  a  small  privilege  to 
enter  into  the  labors  of  the  hoary  and  venerated  sires  of  past  generations?  to 
tread  in  the  path  of  patriarchs,  apostles,  confessors  and  martyrs?  Above  all,  is 
it  an  inconsiderable  distinction  to  be  i"ellow-workers  with  God  ?  In  what  other 
enterprise,  in  which  your  time,  talents  or  personal  influence  can  be  employed, 
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will  you  act  in  concert  with  such  coadjutors  as  prosecute  along  with  you 
thi?  godlike  scheme?  How  humble  soever  the  place  you  occupy,  and  how 
little  conspicuous  soever  the  department  of  service  assigned  you  in  the  work, 
your  condition  is  exalted,  and  every  effort  you  make  is  dignified  by  the  fact, 
that  you  are  prosecuting,  in  your  appointed  place,  a  design  which  awakens  the 
sympathies  and  engages  the  cooperation  of  ail  that  is  great  and  good  in  the 
universe  of  God. 

Call  to  your  remembrance,  also,  the  force  and  tenderness  or  the  mo- 
tives by  which  you  are  invited  to  engage  in  this  service.  It  is  Christ  that  asks 
you,  and  that,  too,  from  the  regard  and  love  you  owe  to  himself,  to  take  pity 
upon  them  that  are  perishing  for  lack  of  knowledge.  It  is  himself  that  knocks 
at  the  door,  and  seeks  admission  to  the  sympatliies  of  your  hearts.  And  will 
you  allow  him  to  knock  in  vain.''  He  comes  to  you  in  the  persons  of  the  nu- 
merous and  destitute  tribes  that  know  him  not,  but  that  need  his  salvation. 
He  puts  it  in  your  power  to  express  the  love  you  bear  him,  by  acts  of  purest 
and  highest  kindness  to  those  whom  he  commends  to  your  compassion.  You 
cannot  bring  to  himself  your  offerings  of  gold  and  frankincense  and  myrrh ;. 
you  cannot  express  your  penitence  by  washing  his  feet  with  your  tears.  You 
cannot  evince  your  respect  and  veneration  by  opening  your  alabaster  box  of" 
very  precious  ointment  and  pouring  it  upon  his  head; — but  you  can  still  give 
those  expressions  of  an  ingenuous  and  grateful  spirit  which  he  has  enjoined. 
The  desolate  and  destitute  heathen  are  Christ's  own  demand  upon  you  for  re- 
lief. By  the  descent  he  made  from  heaven  to  earth,  to  seek  and  to  save  you, — 
by  the  agonies  of  the  garden,  by  the  suffering  of  the  cross ;  by  the  benignant 
look  which  beamed  upon  you  from  on  high,  when  first  you  were  melted  into- 
contrition,  attracted  by  his  love,  and  united  to  him  by  a  bond  which  shall  never 
be  dissolved,  he  says  to  you, — "  Inasmuch  as  ye  do  it  unto  these, — ye  do  it 
unto  me." 

Behold,  too,  the  objects  or  pitt  themselves,  that  divine  tekdernes* 
COMMENDS  TO  YOUR  REGARD.  The  view  IS  sufficient  to  awaken  your  deepest 
commiseration.  Their  numbers  are  so  vast,  and  their  misery  so  intense  and 
complicated,  that  the  mind  is  overwhelmed  by  the  contemplation,  and  seeks 
relief  by  turtiing  away  from  the  dark  and  mysterious  scene.  But  the  horrors  of 
that  scene  have  been  made  to  pass  under  your  eye,  that  you  may  seek  to  miti- 
gate and  relieve  it.  The  victims  of  a  cruel  superstition,  whose  minds  are  dark- 
ened and  enthralled,  whose  affections  are  quenched  or  vitiated,  whose  comfort 
is  abridged  or  embittered,  and  upon  whose  land  the  shadows  of  spiritual  night 
have  rested  for  many  generations,  are  capable  of  all  the  feelings  of  humanity, 
and  all  the  elevation  of  a  Christian  state.  So  vividly  alive  to  the  sentiment  of 
devotion  many  of  them  are,  that  they  cannot  live  without  a  god  ; — will  not  you 
furnish  them  with  knowledge  of  the  true  object  of  supreme  veneration  and 
love  ?  So  heavily  does  the  burden  of  guilt  press  upon  their  consciences,  that 
they  subject  themselves  to  the  most  cruel  tortures,  that  it  may  be  expiated  and 
forgiven  ;  will  you  not  make  known  to  them  the  true  source  of  pardoning 
mercy,  and  bring  them  to  the  only  fountain  whose  waters  can  heal  and  purily 
the  soul  ?  Liable  as  they  are  to  bereavement,  suffering  and  sorrow,  without  a 
comforter,  and  to  death  without  the  hope  of  immortality, — will  you  not  provide 
for  them  the  only  true  solace  of  all  their  woes,  and  send  to  them  the  light  that 
can  alone  relieve  the  darkness  and  solitude  of  the  grave  ? 

Finally,  Christian  reader,  the  time  is  short.  Souls  are  fast  peopling  eter- 
nity. Your  day  of  opfiortunity  is  passing  away.  It  may  be  in  your  case  it* 
morning  has  only  dawned,  but  at  best  it  is  an  uncertain  day;  yon  know  not 
how  soon  its  sun  may  set.  Or,  peradventure,  the  shadows  of  the  evening  may 
have  begun  to  lengthen,  and  the  night  may  be  certainly  at  hand,  when  no  man 
can  work.  Seize,  then,  the  passing  hour.  Promote,  by  your  activity  and  zeal  in 
this  undertaking,  one  of  the  great  ends  of  your  existence.  The  season  is  incal- 
culably precious.  There  are  services  you  can  render  to  Christ  on  earth,  which 
you  will  not  be  able  to  render  him  in  heaven.  As  the  exercise  of  the  passive 
graces  of  patience,  meekness  and  forbearance,  implies  a  condition  of  suffering 
and  of  exposure  to  injury  and  reproach  which  exists  not  in  the  celestial  coun- 
try, so  the  conflict  with  the  powers  of  darkness,  that  retain  the  heathen 
under  their  cruel  tyranny,  implies  a  condition  of  things  which  will  no  longer 
continue  when  you  have  entered  the  land  of  purity  and  peace.  This  is  prob- 
ably the  only  season  in  the  whole  range  of  your  existence,  in  which  you  may 
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hare  it  in  your  power  to  glorify  Christ  by  striving  for  the  establishment  and  ex- 
tension of  his  kingdom.  And  this,  too,  is  the  season,  when  according  to  that 
which  a  man  sowetli,  so  shall  he  also  reap.  As  the  triumph  siiall  corres[)ond 
with  the  vigor  of  the  conflict,  this  is  the  time  wlien  yon  may  add  some  new 
and  verdant  branches  to  your  palm  of  victory, — some  radiant  gems  to  the  im- 
mortal crown,  which  you  shall  delight  to  east  at  the  feet  of  him  by  whose  grace 
you  have  maintained  the  warfare,  and  by  whose  strength  you  have  prevailed. 

Whatever  is  sublime  in  purpose  ;  whatever  is  authoritative  in  express  com- 
mand; whatever  is  ennobling  in  cooperation  with  uncreated  as  well  as  created 
beneficence ;  whatever  is  pure  and  tender  in  love  to  Christ,  and  in  compassion 
to  the  helpless  and  the  perishing;  whatever  is  cheering  in  present  success,  ani- 
mating in  hope,  and  urgent  in  the  precious  and  precarious  season  of  our  oppor- 
tunity,— all  unite  with  an  earnest  and  admonitory  voice,  calling  upon  us  to  pros- 
ecute to  the  utmost  this  heavenly  undertaking,  and  to  commend  it  to  the  care 
of  the  coming  generation.  Would  that  we  might  be  disposed  to  listen  with  an 
obedient  ear,  that  it  may  be  carried  forward  until  the  time  when  the  way  of 
Jehovah  shall  be  known  upon  earth,  and  his  saving  health  among  all  nations, 
till  the  joyful  sound,  having  echoed  from  shore  to  shore,  proclaiming  deliverance 
to  the  captive,  shall  have  ushered  in  the  jubilee  of  the  world. — Cox's  Misnons. 


American  Baptist  Missionary  Union. 
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In  May  of  last  year  Mr.  Lord,  feeling  the 
need  of  some  change  and  recreation  for 
bimself  and  fannily,  made  a  short  excursion 
up  the  Tsze-k'he  branch  of  Ningpo  river, 
accompanied  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Culbertson 
and  family,  of  the  Presbyterian  Mission. 
The  following  notes  of  occurrences,  &c., 
are  under  date  of  May  20. 

Excursion  into  tlie  interior — Ch'hangting. 

We  set  out  about  midnight  on  the 
9th  instant.  We  had  chartered  each 
of  us  a  boat  manned  by  two  men,  and 
j)ropelled  either  by  sail  or  scull,  as  we 
tnight  or  might  not  have  wind.  Hav- 
ing got  underweigh  we  retired  to  rest, 
and  slept  tolerably  quiet  until  morning. 
When  we  arose,  we  found  ourselves 
among  the  hills  some  seventy  or  eighty 
le  (a  le  is  about  one  third  of  an  English 
mile,)  from  Ningpo.  The  tide  now 
changing,  we  were  obliged  to  stop  and 
Wait  for  its  return.  The  place  where 
we  stopped  was  just  above  a  large  vil- 
lage called  Ch'liangting,  and  near  a 
number  of  brick-yards.  After  break- 
fast, Mr.  C.  and  myself  went  ashore  for 
a  walk.  Taking  a  circuit  of  some  two 
or  three  miles  through  paddy  fields 
and  over  hills,  we  returned  tlirougli  a 
«ouple  of  villages,  one  of  them  the  one 
mentioned  above,  distributing  a  few 


tracts,  and  Mr.  C.  occasionally  address- 
ing the  people  that  gathered  around 
us.  They  had  heard  of  the  gospel  be- 
fore, and  said  it  was  good.  Knt  they 
seemed  far  more  interested  with  our 
clothes,  umbrella.«,  books,  &c.,  than 
with  the  messages  of  salvation.  They 
were  all  enger  for  books;  they  who 
could  not  read,  probably  more  eager 
than  they  who  could. 

During  our  excursion  we  ascended 
one  of  the  highest  and  most  rugged 
looking  hills  in  the  neighborhood,  call- 
ed by  the  peo[)le  Wang-wang,  the  name 
of  one  of  the  ancient  rulers  of  China. 
From  the  summit  of  this  hill,  which 
might  have  been  800  or  1000  feet  above 
the  surrounding  plain,  we  had  a  very 
fine  view,  counting,  within  the  circle  of 
a  few  miles  some  eighteen  or  twenty 
villages.  The  hills  in  this  vicinity  are 
either  bare  or  covered  only  with  a  thin 
and  stunted  shrubbery.  They  seem  to 
be  a  mass  of  rock  composed  chiefly  of 
red  sandstone. 

Brick-yards — ImplementB  of  labor — Poverty 
of  invention. 

Having  returned  to  our  boats,  we 
were  joined  by  the  ladies  in  a  visit  to 
the  brick-yards.  The  Chinese  mode 
of  making  bricks  is  not  very  difHeient 
from  tiiat  in  the  United  States,  except 
that  it  is  on  a  much  shorter  and  small- 
er scale.  Their  ki|)iB  contain  only  a 
few  thousand  jj^icks,  and  are  btJrtied 
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in  about  twenty-four  hours.  The 
bricks,  however,  which  they  uianufac- 
tiire,  are  of  a  very  inferior  quality. 
Tlieir  mode  of  moulding  tiles  is  very 
novel,  yet  simfde  and  effective.  The 
Chinese  are  remarkable  in  nothing 
more  than  in  the  fewness  and  simplici- 
ty of  their  itnplements  of  workman- 
ship. An  entire  set  of  carpenter's 
tools  could  be  strung  together  and  car- 
ried without  inconvenience  in  his  hand 
or  on  his  shou!der,and  might  cost,  per- 
haps, from  two  to  five  dollars.  The 
eame  simplicity  and  cheapness  are  ob- 
served in  every  branch  of  mechanical 
labor.  And  yet,  strange  as  it  may 
seem,  some  of  the  most  beautiful  man- 
ufactures of  whicii  tiie  world  can  boast 
are  found  among  the  Chinese.  This, 
however,  is  by  no  means  generally  true. 
For  by  much  the  greater  part  of  their 
manufactures  are  rude  and  inferior. 
I  have  never  yet  seen  any  thing  among 
the  Chinese,  which  in  the  West  would 
be  dignified  witli  the  name  of  ma- 
chinery. 

Entrance  of  a  canal — Ascent  of  locks — Pih- 
kwan. 

The  tide  favoring  us  again,  about  the 
middle  of  the  afternoon  we  resumed 
our  course  up  the  river.  About  dark 
we  reached  the  city  of  Yu-yaou.  Pass- 
ing it  a  little  way,  we  hauled  up  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  made 
our  boats  fast  for  the  night.  Early 
again  next  morning  we  resumed  our 
course.  The  river  had  now  become 
very  narrow.  About  noon  we  came  to 
its  termination.  The  river  ends  in  a 
canal,  which  is  entered  by  a  kind  of 
lock,  or  inclined  ])lane  of  mud,  over 
which  boats  are  drawn  by  means  of 
rude  capstans  fixed  on  either  side. 
Here  lay  a  large  number  of  boats  both 
in  the  river  and  in  the  canal,  with  their 
men  smoking  and  eating  and  scolding 
and  quarrelling,  mitil  their  turn  should 
come  or  they  could  manage  to  pass  the 
barrier.  The  news  of  oin-  a|)proach 
had  outstripped  us,  so  that  we  found 
a  large  number  of  men,  women  and 
children  running  together  to  see  the 
"  red-haired  men;"  the  common  and  al- 
most exclusive  appellation  which  the 
Chinese  in  this  vicinity  give  to  foreign- 
ers. Owing  to  the  heat  and  the  crowd, 
which  was  noisy  and  rude,  it  seemed 
impossible  to  wait  here  until  it  should 
come  our  turn  to  pass.  Our  boatmen, 
on  the  contrary,  were  of  a  different 
opinion, — they  were  very  much  inclin- 
ed to  stay,  as  the  longer  they  stopjied 
the  less  would  be  their  labor  and  the 


greater  their  wages.  We  must  there- 
fore wait,  or  turn  back,  which  we  were 
also  unwilling  to  do,  or  go  ourselves 
aiid  request,  purchase,  or  demand  per- 
mission to  pass.  This  last  we  did,  and 
soon  succeeded  in  our  undertaking. 
We  were  now  in  the  canal,  which  was 
considerably  wider  and  much  more 
pleasant  than  the  river  which  we  had 
left.  In  a  few  hours  we  came  to  ano- 
ther lock,  where  the  same  scenes  and 
difficulties  were  presented,  which  we 
met  in  a  similar  way.  Having  passed 
this  barrier  we  proceeded  till  near 
sunset,  when  we  reached  J'ih-kwan, 
the  place  we  set  out  for  on  leaving 
home.  This  was  as  far  as  our  boats 
could  go.  It  being  late  when  we  ar- 
rived, and  as  we  did  not  deem  it  pru- 
dent to  stop  over  night,  we  had,  of 
course,  to  make  a  very  short  stay. 
The  ladies  could  not  go  ashore.  Mr. 
C.  and  myself,  however,  managed  to 
make  a  short  excursion  through  the 
village,  one  going  at  a  time,  while  the 
other  staid  to  guard  the  boats.  The 
people  were  exceedingly  curious,  hav- 
ing never  seen  a  foreigner  there  before. 
They  were,  however,  inofTensive  and 
even  friendly.  This  |)lace  is  small, 
and  seems  important  ordy  as  being  the 
head  of  navigation, — the  place  where 
most  of  the  cargoes  taken  up  this 
branch  of  the  river  are  discharged,  and 
whence  they  are  transferred  by  other 
means  of  conveyance  to  Hang-chow, 
the  capital  of  this  province,  and  to 
other  cities  and  villages  inland. 

Homeward  passage — Tract  distribution. 

About  dark  we  turned  our  faces 
homeward,  our  boatmen  saying,  what 
they  either  supposed  or  hoped  would 
be  the  case,  that  we  would  return  the 
next  morning.  But  as  we  did  not 
choose  to  return  next  morning,  we 
urged  our  way  homeward  until  about 
10  o'clock,  when  we  had  jtassed  the 
first  lock  or  barrier  on  our  return. 
Then  finding  a  quiet  place,  we  rested 
for  the  night.  Next  morning,  on  reach- 
ing the  second  lock,  we  found  that  we 
had  to  wait  a  few  hours  for  the  tide  to 
rise  in  the  river  before  we  could  pass. 
This, -however,  would  not  occasion  us 
much  inconvenience,  as  the  canal  here 
contained  a  fine  basin  where  our  boats 
could  lie  undisturbed,  while  we  our- 
selves could  go  ashore  and  take  a  plea- 
sant ramble  over  the  hills.  Having 
spent  an  hour  or  two  in  tliis  way,  and 
in  distributing  tracts  and  instruction 
among  the  people,  we  returned  to  our 
boats  and  made  an  attempt  to  pass  the 
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barrier.  By  dint  of  effort  we  succeed- 
ed, and  in  about  an  liour  we  found 
ourselves  safe  and  comfortable  in  the 
river.  Dro|)ping  down  a  few  miles, 
we  came  to  a  large  village  situated  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  river.  Here  a 
large  number  of  people  had  collected 
on  the  banks  and  bridges,  in  order  to 
get  a  sight  of  us  and  to  solicit  our 
books,  which  they  understood  we  gave 
away.  In  their  excessive  eagerness  to 
get  hold  of  the  books,  which  we  reach- 
ed or  tossed  to  them  from  our  boats, 
those  next  to  the  river  were  often  so 
hardly  pressed  by  those  behind  as  to 
be  precipitated  into  the  water.  Had 
this  eagerness  been  prompted  by  a  de- 
sire for  religious  instruction,  it  would 
have  been  to  us  a  more  pleasing  spec- 
tacle. But,  alas!  we  knew  too  well 
its  origin  and  character,  to  be  allowed 
to  indulge  much  hof)e.  However,  we 
know  that  God  is  able  to  bless  such 
efforts,  and  that  he  does  sometimes 
make  them  the  means  of  good. 

Stone  quarry — Yu-yaou  city. 

We  now  continued  our  course  home- 
ward, stopping  only  for  the  tide,  and 
occasionally  going  ashore  when  any 
thing  of  special  interest  attracted  our 
notice.  At  one  |)lace  where  we  stop- 
ped, they  were  quarrying  stones,  or 
rather  cutting  tlieni  from  the  seamless 
rock,  some  two  or  three  hundred  feet 
below  its  surface.  We  went  to  the 
mouth  of  the  cavern  and  descended  a 
little  way;  but  the  workmen  entreated 
ns  to  stop,  fearing,  1  suppose,  lest  some 
accident  should  befall  us,  Ibr  which 
they  wotdd  be  responsible.  At  our 
request  they  brought  us  up  some  pieces 
ol"  rock,  whicii  we  received  and  came 
away,  feeling  perha[)s  as  little  inclina- 
tion to  descend  as  they  to  have  us. 

The  city  of  Yu-yaou,  which  1  men- 
tioned as  having  passed  in  the  evening 
in  going  up,  we  passed  by  day  on  our 
retm-n.    This  is  a  walled  town,  situ- 
ated principally  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
river.    The  walls  enclose  a  large  hill, 
upon  which  we  did  not  see  any  houses 
or  buildings  of  any  kind,  even  tombs  ; 
although,  according  to  our  western  no- 
tions, it  seemed  admirably  adapted  for 
'  building  sites.     The  town  itself  was 
'  entirely  concealed  from  our  view  by 
the   wall,   which    next  to   the  river 
j  was  some  fifteen  feet  high,  and  seem- 
ed   in  good  repair.     The  dwellings 
I  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  had 
I  also  been  surrounded  by  a  wall,  but  it 
was  now  in  ruins.    We  did  not  stoj)  at 
tliis  city.     We  stopped,  however,  a 


mile  or  two  below,  and  from  a  high 
hill  which  we  ascended  we  had  a  tol- 
erable view  of  it  and  its  neighborhood. 
The  country  around  seemed  fertile, 
and,  under  the  hands  of  Europeans  or 
Americans,  would  be  beautiful. 

We  had  left  home  on  Monday  eve- 
ning. On  Saturday  morning  we  had 
returned,  safe  and  well,  with  abundant 
cause  lor  gratitude  to  our  heavenly 
Father,  who  had  guided  and  protected 
us  all  our  way. 

Travelling  charges. 

I  will  just  add,  as  an  item  that  may 
be  of  some  interest  to  those  who  would 
like  to  know  something  of  the  expense 
of  this  mode  of  travelling,  that  each  of 
our  boats  was  chartered  for  about 
forty-two  cents  a  day,  and  this  was, 
doubtless,  rather  high  !  The  cost  of 
having  our  boats  drawn  over  the  bar- 
riers ought  to  have  been  about  three 
cents  each  for  each  time,  but  we  paid 
some  eight  or  nine,  for  the  privilege  of 
passing  first. 


Letter  of  Mr.  Lord,  dated  at  JVingpo, 
June  8,  1848. 

Mission  boarding  schools. 
In  the  following  letter  Mr.  Lord  presents 
various  facts  and  considerations  bearing  on 
the  expediency  of  opening  a  boarding 
school  in  connection  with  the  mission  at 
Ningpo.  They  are  deserving  of  an  atten- 
tive perusal.  The  importance  of  laboring 
to  disseminate  the  gospel  in  foreign  lands 
by  training  the  young  to  the  knowledge  and 
practice  of  its  principles,  apart  from  un- 
toward influences,  no  intelligent  person 
will  question.  The  difficulty  is,  to  de- 
termine justly  how  far  this  mode  of  evan- 
gelization ought  to  be  followed  when  it  in- 
volves a  correspondent  reduction  in  the 
direct  preaching  of  the  gospel,  the  resources 
of  a  missionary  organization  being  inade- 
quate to  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  both. 

I  have  for  some  time  past  had  it  in 
mind  to  lay  before  you  more  fully  tlie 
subject  to  which  I  have  alluded  on 
several  occasions, — that  of  establishing 
a  boarding  school  in  connection  with 
this  mission.  But  I  have  delayed  the 
introduction  of  the  siihject  till  now, 
that  1  might  have  opportunity  to  ac- 
quaint myself  more  fully  in  regard  to 
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the  practicability  and  desirableness  of 
such  a  measure. 

The  simple  fact  that  nhnost  all  mis- 
sions in  China,  both  Protestant  and 
Catholic,  have  such  schools  in  opera- 
tion, can  leave  no  doubt  of  their  entire 
practicability.  And  the  corresponding 
fact,  that  their  universal  testimony  is 
in  favor  of  these  schools,  would  seem 
also  sufficient  proof  of  their  impor- 
tance. But  as  there  have  been  objec- 
tions raised  against  sustaining  such 
schools  in  China,  it  is  important  that 
they  be  properly  understood.  How 
much  force  these  objections  may  have 
had  on  the  minds  of  our  missionaries 
liere,  or  on  the  Committee  at  home ; 
or  whether  tiiey  have  had  any  at  all  in 
lessening  the  conviction  of  their  im- 
portance ;  I  am  not  able  to  say.  I  only 
know  that,  while  most  of  our  missions 
elsewhere  have  large  and  flourishing 
schools,  in  China  we  have  none,  unless 
I  except  a  small  day  school  or  two. 

Objections  to  schools  in  China  considered — 
Their  expensiveness. 

One  of  the  objections  that  have  been 
urged,  is,  that  schools  in  China  are  very 
expensive.  That  their  expense  here 
may  be  greater  than  in  some  other,  or 
in  all  other  missionary  flelds,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  deny.  But  if  they  are, 
they  are  only  greater  in  proportion  as 
the  expense  of  all  missionary  labor  is 
greater.  But  it  will  be  important  to 
know  what  their  actual  expense  is. 
There  are  at  present  three  boarding 
schools  at  Ningpo,  all  of  which  have 
been  in  operation  sufficiently  long  to 
enable  those  who  have  charge  of  them 
to  state  definitely  and  accurately  what 
is  their  expense.  The  following  is  a 
copy  of  two  communications  which  I 
received  a  few  months  since,  in  reply 
to  some  inquiries  which  I  had  made. 
The  first  is  from  Miss  Aldersey,  an 
English  lady,  who  is  conducting  a  large 
and  flourishing  school  for  girls. 

"  My  dear  Sir, 

«'  In  answer  to  your  inquiries ;  1 
have  thirty-nine  girls  in  my  school. 
Twenty-four  are  studying  English. 
One  Chinese  teacher  is  engaged,  and 
one  lady  to  teach  English,  who  can 
govern  and  in  part  superintend  the 
Chinese  department.  The  annual  ex- 
j)ense  for  wood,  oil,  food  and  cook,  is 
$497  ;  for  one  teacher,  one  coolie  and 
two  women  servants,  $156;  about  $150 
is  sufficient  lor  clothing,  beds  and  bed- 
ding, and  furniture  for  dining  and  bed 
rooms. 


"  In  the  above  estimate,  it  will  be 
seen  that  neither  house-rent  nor  school- 
room furniture  is  included.  Having 
much  pleasure  in  promoting  your  wish- 
es in  any  way,  I  subscribe  myself,"  &c. 

From  the  above  statement  it  will 
be  seen,  that  a  school  of  about  forty 
girls  is  sustained  at  an  annual  expense 
of  about  $eOO.  Adding  to  this  $100 
for  house-rent  and  school-room  furni- 
ture, which  would  probably  be  suffi- 
cient under  ordinary  circumstances, 
the  average  expense  for  each  pupil 
would  not  exceed  $23.  This,  certain- 
ly, does  not  prove  that  schools  in  China 
are  "  very  "  expensive. 

The  second  communication  is  fronn 
Rev.  Mr.  Way,  of  the  Presbyterian 
Board,  who  has  charge  of  a  similar 
school  for  boys.  I  give  it  entire,  as  it 
all  has  an  important  bearing  upon  the 
subject  of  schools. 

"Feb.  9,  1848. 

"  Dear  br.  Lord, 

"  Your  note  of  yesterday  came  to 
hand  in  good  time.  It  aflfords  me 
pleasure  to  give  you  any  information 
in  my  power  on  the  subject  of  schools. 
I  will  now  endeavor  to  answer  your 
inquiries.  And  first,  as  to  the  size  of 
our  school ; — it  was  our  intention,  when 
our  school  was  formed,  to  limit  the 
number  to  thirty.  We  thought  that 
one  Chinese  teacher  could  not  properly 
attend  to  more  than  that  number,  and 
that  the  missionary  who  undertook  the 
superintendence  of  the  school  had  not 
time,  apart  from  the  study  of  the  lan- 
guage, to  instruct  more  than  thirty. 
Circumstances  apparently  providential 
have,  however,  induced  us  to  take  ano- 
ther pupil  into  the  number,  so  that  at 
present  we  have  thirty-one.  Again,  as 
to  one  or  more  Chinese  teachers, — my 
experience  thus  far  has  been  that  one 
Chinese  teacher  cannot  do  justice  to 
more  than  our  present  number.  In 
the  morning  and  evening  recitations  of 
the  pupils  he  is  now  assisted  by  my 
own  teacher,  though  I  think  he  might 
get  along  without  this  assistance. 
Should,  however,  the  number  be  in- 
creased, I  doubt  whether  he  could  do 
justice  to  all.  As  to  the  amount  of  my 
time  required,  duties  will  devolve  upon 
the  superintendent,  and,  of  course,  an 
increase  of  his  time  will  be  required 
for  their  performance.  This  I  think 
will  continue  to  be  the  case  until  na- 
tive youths,  educated  in  our  schools, 
are  able  to  assist  us.    I  am  assisted  in 
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the  school  by  Mr.  Quarterman  ;  and  at 
present  it  requires  about  four  hours  of 
our  united  tirne  each  day  to  disciiarge 
the  duties  of  the  school  ;  each  of  us, 
therefore,  now  spends  about  two  liours 
daily  in  the  school. 

Again,  as  to  the  study  of  English  ; — 
we  fbrmed  our  school  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  not  teaching  English  to  any 
but  those  who,  after  a  long  trial  and 
close  scrutinizing  of  their  characters 
and  dispositions,  gave  evidence  of  fu- 
ture usefulness,  and  prospect  of  being 
associated  with  us  as  assistants  ;  con- 
sequently, we  have  recently  formed  a 
class  of  four  of  the  most  promising 
boys,  who  are  now  studying  English  ; 
and  the  number  will  not  probably  be 
increased  for  a  considerable  time. 

"  On  the  subject  of  expenses,  we 
have  the  experience  of  two  years  to 
guide  us  in  forming  an  estimate.  The 
annual  expenses  of  our  school,  includ- 
ing rent,  teacher's  salary,  clothing  and 
food  for  all  the  pupils,  has  been  some- 
what more  than  $700  (Mexican),  though 
not  as  high  as  $750.  It  may,  however, 
be  proper  to  remark  that  a  smaller 
school  than  ours  could  not  be  conduct- 
ed proportionally  as  cheap ;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  the  expenses  of  a 
larger  school  would  not  be  increased 
in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  the 
size. 

"  These,  I  believe,  are  the  subjects 
mentioned  in  your  note  ;  but  as  you 
have  given  me  the  liberty  of  making 
any  suggestions,  I  will  venture  to  make 
two.  And,  first,  if  you  decide  upon 
opening  a  school,  make  it  a  boarding 
school  hy  all  means.  The  additional 
expense  above  that  of  a  day  school  is 
much  more  than  compensated  by  the 
satistaction  afforded  in  teaching,  and 
the  greater  prospects  of  future  useful- 
ness. Secondly,  do  not  be  in  haste  to 
fill  up  the  number  you  design  to  make 

,  up  your  school  to,  but  pick,  your  boys 
as  they  come,  and  do  not  hesitate  to 
turn  away  any  who,  upon  trial,  do  not 
give  satisfaction.  You  can  get  as  many 
boys  as  you  jjlease  without  difficulty, 

I  and,  therefore,  there  is  no  use  in  taking 
every  boy,  wliatever  may  be  his  char- 
acter or  abilities. 

"  Hoping  that  your  efforts  in  this 
most  important  departtnent  of  mission- 
ary labor  may  be  crowned  with  great 
success,  I  remain,"  &c. 

In  this  school  also,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  average  expense  of  each  pu- 
pil is  less  than  $24  (Mexican).  Mex- 
ican dollars  pass  at  Ningpo  at  u  dis- 
VOL.  xxix.  IJ 


count  of  about  7  per  cent.  Whether 
schools  at  the  other  ports  are  more  or 
less  expensive  than  at  Ningpo,  I  am 
not  able  to  say  ;  but  I  presume  they 
may  be  somewhat  more  expensive,  at 
least  at  Canton  and  Shanghai.  But 
even  there  they  are  not  found  to  be 
too  expensive  to  be  profitable  by  those 
who  have  tried  them,  and  who  are, 
therefore,  best  prepared  to  judge. 

Their  alleged  Heedlessness. 

Another  objection  that  has  been  urged 
against  sustaining  mission  schools  in 
China,  is,  that  they  are  not  necessary. 
But  what  is  here  meant  by  the  word 
"  necessary  ?"  If  by  it  is  meant  that 
without  mission  schools  nothing  can 
be  done  for  the  spiritual  good  of  the 
people,  then  we  grant  that  they  are  not 
necessary.  But  in  this  sense  they  are 
necessary  no  where.  But  if  it  is  only 
meant  that  they  are  not  very  impor- 
tant,— that  their  place  is  tolerably  well 
supplied  by  native  schools, — then  we 
cannot  admit  that  they  are  not  neces- 
sary. What  is  our  object  in  establish- 
ing mission  schools?  Is  it  merely  to 
o|ten  chatmels  for  our  charitable  con- 
tributions, by  picking  up  in  the  streets 
the  dirty,  the  ragged,  the  diseased,  and 
the  hel|)less  poor,  ministei'ing  to  their 
bodily  necessities,  and  rending  away 
the  veil  of  ignorance  that  shuts  out 
from  immortal  minds  the  light  of 
truth If  this  were  our  only  object, 
even  then,  tell  us  not  that  mission 
schools  in  China  are  not  necessary. 
But  this  is  not  our  only  object.  We 
look  higher  and  far  beyond  this.  Had 
we  come  to  China  with  the  enthusias- 
tic hope  of  effecting  with  afew  struggles 
the  overthrow  of  this  mighty  empire  of 
idolatry,  then  we  could  be  willing  to 
dispense  with  such  tardy  measures. 
We  would  endeavor  to  seize  with  our 
own  hands  the  torch  of  divine  truth, 
and  hurl  it  blazing  through  all  this 
wide  and  dark  land.  But  we  have  no 
faith  to  believe  that  we  have  been  call- 
ed to  such  brilliant  achievements.  It 
has  pleased  God  to  give  us  a  slower 
and  more  difficult  work.  This  mighty 
citadel  of  idolatry  can  never  be  taken 
by  scaling  or  battering  its  walls.  They 
nmst  be  sapped.  To  this  work,  there- 
fore, we  should  not  be  slow  in  address- 
ing ourselves.  Knowing  that  we  have 
a  great  and  difficult  work  before  us,  let 
us,  like  wise  men,  lay  it  out  upon  a 
broad  and  permanent  scale.  Let  us 
lay  the  foundations  of  our  building,  not 
upon  the  crumbling  ruins  of  idolatry, 
but  deeper  in  the  soul  of  society.  Let 
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us  train  the  young.  At  this  national 
foiititain  let  us  |)lant  the  tree  of  life, 
that  its  healing  leaves  may  he  wafted 
downward  upon  its  ebbing  tide. 

Their  powerleseness  to  save. 
But  it  is  asked,  Suppose  we  estab- 
lish and  sustain  schools  among  the 
Chinese,  and  succeed  in  educating 
many  of  their  youth,  and  thus  effectu- 
ally and  forever  wean  them  from  their 
idolatry,  what,  after  all,  have  we  gain- 
ed ?  We  have  not  yet  converted  their 
souls. 

To  this  it  may  be  replied,  in  the 
first  place,  that  the  conversion  of  the 
sotd  /brms  no  part  of  the  missionary's 
work,  or,  at  least,  whatever  part  he 
bears  in  this  work  is  performed  in 
preaching  the  gospel.  And  this,  in  its 
proper  sense,  consists  in  getting  before 
the  minds  of  individuals,  of  communi- 
ties, and  of  nations,  the  clearest  pos- 
sible conception  of  the  Divine  charac- 
ter; of  themselves  as  sinners  ;  and  of 
Christ  as  the  only  way  of  salvation. 
The  religious  education  of  heathen 
youth,  therefoi-e,  is  not  aside  from  the 
appropriate  work  of  the  missionary. 

In  the  second  place  it  may  be  re- 
plied, that  we  have  been  preparing  the 
otdy  class  of  persons  from  whom  we 
have  any  reason  to  believe  that  God 
will  raise  up  an  effective  native  minis- 
try. And  it  may  he  added,  that  with- 
out a  native  ministry,  and  a  native  edu- 
cated ministry,  but  little  comparatively 
can  be  done  for  any  [)agan  land,  much 
less  for  China;  whose  language  but 
few,  if  any,  except  themselves,  can  per- 
fectly acquire.  The  church  may  edu- 
cate and  send  hither  a  few  tens  or 
scores  of  missionaries  to  toil  and  die, 
and  when  they  are  gone  others  may 
come  and  take  their  places,  but  they, 
too,  must  soon  pass  away.  And  thus 
after  the  succession  of  years  and  ages, 
we  may  inquire  what  has  been  accom- 
plished ?  \  few,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
will  have  been  converted  and  gathered 
home.  The  scriptures,  though  per- 
haps imperfectly,  will  have  been  trans- 
lated, and  something  accomplished 
towards  the  creation  of  a  Christian 
literature.  This,  it  is  true,  in  itself 
considered  is  a  great  work,  a  work 
worth  fiir  more  than  the  money  and 
life  it  will  have  cost;  but  considered 
in  reference  to  the  evangelization  of 
this  whole  empire,  it  is  small  indeed. 
China  still  remains  a  [)agan  land,  with 
her  institutions  of  idolatry  firm  and  un- 
shaken as  her  own  everlasting  hills. 
To  overturn  these,  and  build  upon  a 


better  foundation  those  of  the  gospel, 
she  must  have  a  native,  educated  ministry. 
This  ministry  must  be  raised  up  in  our 
mission  schools.  To  look  for  it  from 
any  other  source,  as  it  is  now  unrea- 
sonable, so  in  the  end  it  will  disap- 
point us.  Where  do  we  look  for  our 
ministry  at  home.'  Is  it  not  princi- 
pally,— I  might  say  entirely, — from  our 
Christian  schools  ? 

Sufficiency  of  native  schools. 

What  is  said  about  native  schools 
being  adequate  to  this  work,  seems  to 
me  to  be  entirely  a  mistake.  We 
need  only  acquaint  ourselves  with  their 
character, — indeed  this  is  not  neces- 
sary,— we  need  only  mingle  with  the 
literary  men,  in  order  to  be  forced  to 
this  conclusion.  I  would  by  no  means 
underrate  the  Chinese  system  of  edu- 
cation. It  may  answer  very  well  their 
purposes  ;  but  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Christian  ministry  it  is  necessarily  in- 
adequate. To  learn  the  form  and 
meaning  of  the  characters  of  their  own 
language;  to  acquaint  themselves  with 
the  doctrines  of  Confucius  ;  to  be  able 
to  recite  memoriter  their  ancient  clas- 
sics ;  and  write  with  a  free  and  beauti- 
ful hand  ;  these  constitute  the  perfec- 
tion ofChinese  scholarship.  Now  who 
needs  to  be  told  that  men  thus  edu- 
cated are  yet  but  poorly  prepared, — 
supposing  them  converted,  —  for  the 
work  of  the  Christian  ministry  ?  They 
could  not  with  safety  be  entrusted  with 
such  an  office,  without  much  previous 
Christian  instruction, — instruction  the 
most  of  which  they  ought  to  have  re- 
ceived in  chihihood.  Indeed,  a  man 
who  grows  up  a  heathen  in  China  and 
is  converted  in  middle  or  advanced 
life,  can  seldom  be  so  instructed  as  to 
make  an  intelligent  and  safe  minister 
of  the  gospel.  This  must  be  the  work 
of  Christian  schools,  commencing  early 
in  life. 

Tendencies  of  mission  schools  to  denational- 
ize their  pupils. 

It  has  also  been  objected,  that  schools 
conducted  by  foreigners  are  calculated 
to  unnaturalize  the  pupils  and  thus 
alietiate  them  from  their  countrymen. 
But  this  cannot  be  so ;  since  they  are 
always  required  to  study  their  own 
language  and  literature,  under  their 
own  teachers,  and  after  their  own 
manner,  so  far  as  that  is  found  to 
have  an  advantage.  In  many  cases 
they  are  allowed  to  study  no  other  lan- 
guage. It',  then,  it  be  asked  what  ad- 
vantage our   schools  can   have  over 
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those  conducted  by  natives,  we  answer, 
that  wliile  we,  as  they,  teach  our  pu- 
pils a  pagan  language  and  a  pagan  lit- 
erature, we  do  not  require  them  to  em- 
brace and  practise  a  [tagan  philosophy. 
We  endeavor  to  j)oii)t  them  to  a  more 
excellent  way.  We  liave  one  to  tell 
them  of,  who  is  wiser  than  their 
sages,  one  who  has  taught  a  profound- 
er  yet  simpler  philosophy,  and  one  in 
whom  if  we  believe,  we  shall  never 
die.  We  endeavor,  also,  to  teach  them 
several  of  the  sciences,  by  which  their 
knowledge  is  increased  and  their  intel- 
lects strengthened.  And  thus  tiiey  will 
not  only  be  less  susceptible  to  the 
I  •  idolatrous  influences  around  them,  but 
I  also  more  likely  to  be  convinced  by 
the  truths  of  the  gospel. 

Educated  talent  often  misapplied. 

But  there  is  one  more  objection  to 
which  1  wish  to  allude.  It  is  that 
many  of  our  pupils  have  been,  and  are 
still  likely  to  be.  employed  iti  foreign 
trading  establishments  ;  where  they  are 
usually  under  such  influences  as  are 
calculated  to  divert  their  minds  from 
the  subject  of  religion.  This  is,  doubt- 
less, a  serious  objection  ;  but  it  is  far 
from  being  peculiar  to  China,  or  to 
any  pagan  land.  This  evil,  however, 
as  it  here  exists,  if  it  cannot  be  entirely 
prevented,  can  be  greatly  lessened,  by 
ado[)ting  the  plan  of  our  Presbyterian 

!  brethren  at  Ningpo,  of  not  teaching 
English  to  any  of  their  pupils  except  to 
a  lew,  who  after  a  long  acquaintance 
and  trial  should  give  peculiar  promise 
of  usefulness.  There  is  another  meth- 
od, 1  think  usually  adopted  by  the 
Catholics,  which  1  am  inclined  to  think 
would  be  better  still, — that  of  teaching 
our  pupils  the  Latin  instead  of  the 
English,  and  making  this  the  medium 
of  our  scientific  and  theological  in- 
Btructions.  This  method  might,  per- 
haps, be  more  wieldy  in  the  hands  of 

j  the  Catholics  than  in  ours,  as  they  are 
usually  more  familiar  than  we  with 
tiiat  language.  But  I  do  not  think  that 
even  we  should  find  it  unmanageable. 
I  have  now  briefly  referred  to  the 

■  more  proininent  objections  usually 
urged  against  the  establishment  of  mis- 

I    sion    schools    among    the  Chinese. 

i  Whether  1  shall  have  effected  any 
thing  in  their  favor,  I  do  not  know. 
But  I  have  at  least  performed  what  I 
felt  to  be  a  duty.  Should  the  wisdom 
of  the  Committee  approve  of  the  mea- 
sure, and  should  their  means  allow 
them  to  authorize  us  to  establish  a 

I    boarding  school  at  Ningpo,  I  should 


receive  its  intelligence  with  great  de- 
light. And  until  they  approve  or  dis- 
approve, I  shall  wait  in  hope.  The 
commencement  of  a  school  would  not 
necessarily  require  any  other  help  than 
we  now  have,  although,  of  course,  we 
need  help  very  much,  not  only  for 
schools  but  for  other  labor.  I  think 
that  a  single  lady  of  the  right  charac- 
ter could  conduct  either  a  school  for 
boys  or  for  girls,  with  what  assistance 
could  easily  l)e  rendered  her  fi'om  the 
family  with  which  she  would  be  con- 
nected. I  have  at  present  a  small  day 
school  under  my  care,  numbering 
some  twelve  or  fourteen.  If  this  could 
be  changed  into  a  boarding  sciiool,  I 
think  its  usefulness  would  be  increas- 
ed l;u"  more  than  enough  to  pay  the 
expense. 


France.  —  Letters,  ifc,  of  JVative  As- 
sistants. 

The  following  communications  from  some 
of  our  fellow-laborers  in  France  are  pub- 
lished for  the  twofold  purpose  of  introdu- 
cing them  to  the  fraternal  regards  of  our 
readers,  and  of  exhibiting  in  some  measure 
the  character  and  conditions  of  the  work 
which  is  now  going  forward  in  that  country 
for  its  evangelization.  The  letters  were 
addressed  to  Mr.  Willard,  by  whom  they 
were  translated  and  forwarded. 

Letter  of  Mr.  Lefivre. 

Mr.  L.  writes  in  October, — 

In  the  painful  task  of  preaching  the 
gospel,  the  Lord  from  time  to  time  gives 
his  servants  cause  lor  encouragement ; 
lie  has  just  done  this  for  me  at  Baren- 
ton-sur-Serre,  where  I  have  recently 
established  religious  meetings.  I  re- 
paired to  the  house  of  the  mayor  of 
that  village  the  lOih  of  last  month, 
with  a  letter  informing  him  of  what  1 
intended  to  do  in  his  village.  But,  as 
1  expected,  that  mayor,  (who  gives  and 
accepts  dinners  reciprocally  with  the 
cur6,)  forgetting  in  what  time  we  ai'e, 
opposed  me,  objecting  that  the  house 
chosen  by  us  did  not  present  the  quali- 
ties required  by  the  j)olice  regulations, 
because,  1.  It  was  not  large  enough  ; 
(there  were  at  that  time  but  three  per- 
sons in  the  village  recognized  as  Pro- 
testants). 2.  It  was  not  substantial 
enough  ;  and  3.  It  was  not  salubrious, 
on  account  of  the  quantity  of  stagnant 
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water  always  standing  in  the  road  be-  | 
fore  the  door  of  that  house ; — that  for 
these  three  reasons  he  thought  he  was 
right  in  refusing  an  authorization.  1 
thanked  the  mayor  for  the  interest  he 
took  in  our  life  and  health,  and  told 
him  that,  though  we  were  altogether 
as  much  interested  in  them  as  he  was, 
I  nevertheless  did  not  see  that  his  ob- 
jeetious  were  sufficiently  well  founded 
for  him  to  prevent  our  meeting  for  the 
exercise  of  our  worship  ;  as  there  could 
not  have  taken  place  so  great  a  change 
in  that  house  since  one  year  ago,  at 
which  time  they  still  held  wakes  there  ; 
and  that  moreover  I  did  not  come  for 
an  authorization,  of  which  I  had  no 
need,  but  to  leave  with  him  my  decla- 
ration, and  to  receive  from  him  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  document  de- 
posited. Thereupon  he  requested  a  few 
moments,  and  he  soon  came  back  with 
the  village  schoolmaster.  After  having 
conversed  with  him  of  our  business, 
and  having  re[)lied  to  all  his  questions 
concerning  religion,  he  took  my  part 
and  persuaded  the  mayor  to  give  me 
the  recei[)t  which  I  demanded;  and  he 
told  me,  before  the  persons  present, 
that  if  it  were  not  the  hour  of  vespers 
he  would  attend  my  meeting;  but  that 
lie  would  send  his  two  children.  They 
came  in  effect,  and  more  than  three- 
fourths  of  the  people  of  that  little  vil- 
lage. The  Lord  blessed  me  abundant- 
ly,— all  was  well. 

As  I  am  going  to  hold  a  meeting 
there  the  third  Sunday  of  each  month, 
I  repaired  thither,  of  course,  the  15tb 
inst. ;  but  later  than  2  o'clock,  as  was 
stated,  because  it  was  at  that  hour  that 
the  review  of  the  battalion  of  the  Na- 
tional Guard,  to  which  1  belong,  was 
to  take  place;  and  as  I  had  requested 
leave  of  absence,  the  officers  were  di- 
vided upon  the  question;  nevertheless, 
after  a  long  debate,  it  was  decided 
tliat  they  could  not  refuse  me;  this,  I 
say,  was  the  reason  why  1  could  not 
be  punctual  at  2  o'clock,  as  I  had 
promised  at  my  preceding  meeting. 
Consequently  I  had  not  so  many  peo- 
ple as  at  that  meeting.  The  school- 
master had  his  vespers  an  hour  earlier 
in  order  to  be  present.  Still  there 
were  twenty-five  persons,  who  had  not 
only  persevered  in  waiting  for  me,  but 
also  accom))anied  me  a  league  of  my 
way  after  the  meeting.  The  school- 
master, whom  I  have  since  seen  and 
with  whom  1  had  a  good  conversation, 
also  manifested  mucii  friendship  for 
me.  i  have  a  good  prospect  in  that 
little  village. 


Letter  of  Mr.  Fotdon. 

Lafifere,  Nov.  29.  I  see  with  much 
pleasure  that  my  sojourn  in  this  re- 
gion will  not  be  without  result.  The 
Lord  will  awaken  some  of  the  dead  ; 
already  he  seems  to  say, — "  Where 
have  ye  laid  him  ?"  Mayot  and  Rouy 
are  the  object  of  my  cares,  but  also  of 
my  hope.  I  preached  there  first  with- 
out making  any  declaration  to  the 
mayors ;  but  the  hearers  becoming 
more  numerous,  I  thought  I  ought  to 
prevent  all  vexation.  I,  therefore,  made 

the  following  declaration:  —  "To  the  i 

mayor  of  Mayot, — Sir,  1  have  the  honor  2 

to  inform  you  that  there  will  be  hence-  e 

forth,  every  Sunday  at  about  10  A.  M.  a 

and  2  P.  M.,  religious  assemblies  at  the  p 

house  of  Mr.  Joseph  Beguin.    I  beg  of  i 

you,  very  respectfully,  to  grant  us  pro-  n 

tection  according  to  the  tenor  of  our  h 
constitution."     I  carried  this  billet  to 
its  address.    The  mayor  was  not  at 
home.    Not  finding  the  adjoint,  and 

wishing  not  to  make  two  journeys  for  il 

one.  1  went  to  the  house  of  a  member  a 

of  the  municipal  council.    He  would  u 

not  acknowledge  the  reception  of  my  It 

declaration.    It  was  in  vain  I  observ-  c 

ed  to  him  that  I  asked  no  authoriza-  a 

tion,  that  1  came  only  to  make  known  .V 

to  him  that  I  was  going  to  avail  myself  tb 

of  a  right ;  he  would  hear  nothing,  so  i 
great  was  his  fear  of  the  cur6. 

The  next  day,  11th  of  Nov.,  I  re-  a 

ceived  a  letter,  and  went  immediately  n 

to  the  house  of  the  Jvge  de  Paix  of  bi 

the  town.    He  received  me  very  civil-  ■ 

ly,  and  when  he  knew  who  I  was,  ■ 

"  Sir,"  said  he  to  me,  "some  of  the  in-  ei 

habitants  of  Servais  have  sent  a  pe-  ^ 

tition  against  you  to  the  ex-prefet  de  h 

I'Aisne,  and  1  have  been  charged  to  14 

make   inquisition    into   this   subject.  m 

The  depositions  counterbalance  each  h 

other  ; — before  doing  any  thing  1  wish-  ■ 

ed  to  see  you."    He  read  me  the  pe-  ^ 

tition.    It  gave,  or  rather  pretended  to  bH 

give  the  history  of  our  beginnings  in  « 

that  place  ;  it  related  our  prosecutions,  \k 

and  finally  asked  if  it  was  permitted  a  |( 

few  Protestants  to  have  a  temple  at  k 

Servais,  to  have  part  in  the  cemetery,  h 

to  enter  it  by  the  same  gate,  and  es-  || 

pecially  to  insult  the  Catholics,  to  call  Q 

j  them,  when  they  passed  near  them,  ■ 

children  of  darkness.     The   petition  p 

I  being  read,  I  said,  "  As  to  the  first  g 
1  questions,  it  is  for  the  authorities,  the      1  • 
j  laws  of  the  country,  to  judge  of  them  ; 
j  but  the  last  accusation  is  a  lie  ;  besides, 
!  I  do  not  see  how  the  insult  which  a 
I  single  individual  of  our  number  might 
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imve  offered  to  a  Catholic,  could  draw 
after  it  our  banishment  from  Servais, — 
the  guilty  one  alone  should  be  punish- 
ed." "  One  of  your  enemies,"  said  he, 
"  for  I  recognize  thetn  very  quick,  told 
me  just  now  that  they  are  not  those  al- 
ready of  your  religion,  who  offer  in- 
sults, but  those  who  incline  to  your 
aide."  "  We  have,  then,  nothing  to  do 
in  this  affair;  you  understand,  sir,  that 
we  cannot  command  those  who  listen 
to  us  to  insult  others  ;  that  would  be 
overthrowing  what  we  wish  to  estab- 
lish ;  besides  that,  our  conscience,  our 
tJoctrines  are  opposed  to  such  things. 
Above  all,  we  preach  regeneration,  the 
conversion  of  the  heart ;  and  we  find 
the  model  of  our  preaching  in  the  Gos- 

Sel  by  John,  chap.  3;  where  the  Lord 
esus  says,  '  Except  a  man  be  born 
again,  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.'  And  our  preaching  is  con- 
firmed by  what  the  Apostle  Paul  says 
to  the  Corinthians  : — '  If  any  man  be 
in  Christ  Jesus,  he  is  a  new  creature  ; 
old  things  are  passed  away,  and  all 
things  are  become  new.'  "  "  But  it  is 
not  so  easy,"  said  his  lady,  "  for  vil- 
lagers to  change  themselves."  "  That 
is  true,  madam,  it  is  even  impossible, 
Impossible  for  villagers  and  townsmen. 
Nor  do  we  tell  them  that  they  can,  of 
themselves,  change  themselves.  We 
direct  them  to  the  Holy  Spirit,"  &c.,&c. 
"  There  was  a  man  here  just  now," 
said  she,  "  who  affirmed  that  two  wo- 
men of  Servais  said,  when  they  were 
beaten  by  their  husbands  for  becom- 
ing Protestants, — 'Strike,  strike,  the 
more  you  strike,  the  more  you  will 
efface  our  sins,  the  wider  will  you 
open  heaven  to  us  !'  "  "  Madam,  it  is 
not  true,  at  least  of  Servais,  that  two 
women  have  embraced  the  gospel  with- 
out the  consent  of  their  husbands;  but 
bad  you  known  our  principles  you 
might  have  said  to  that  man  that  he 
did  not  tell  the  truth  ;  for  we  do  not 
believe  that  we  can  efface  our  sins  by 
our  sufferings  or  by  our  works.  The 
blood  of  Jesus  Christ  is  what  effaces 
them,  that  is  the  only  thing  (savon) 
by  which  we  pretend  to  be  cleansed 
from  our  faults,"  &c.,  &c.  It  gave  me 
pleasure  to  announce  to  her  Christ, 
Christ  crucified.  Her  husband  then 
said  to  me, — "  I  had  said  that  I  would 
go  to  hear  you  ;  but  it  is  always  on 
Sunday  that  I  am  most  occupied." 
"  Sir,  whenever  it  shall  please  you  to 
honor  us  with  your  presence,  it  will 
give  us  pleasure."  1  informed  him  of 
the  declaration  I  had  made  lo  the  au- 
thorities of  Mayot,  in  order  that  if  any 


thing  happened  the  next  day (Sunday) 
he  might  understand  it ;  and  I  with- 
drew, thanking  him  for  the  kindness 
he  had  manifested  to  us. 

On  Thursday,  'A'6d  inst.,  I  went  to 
make  to  the  mayor  of  Rouy  the  same 
declaration  which  1  made  at  Mayot. 
After  the  usual  civiliiies,  1  gave  him  the 
little  letter.  W  hen  he  had  read  it,  I  re- 
quested him  to  give  a  receipt.  "I 
will  refer  it  to  the  Prefet."  "  As  you 
choose,  sir;  but  you  will,  I  hope,  be 
so  good  as  to  give  me  a  receipt." 
"You  are  English  emissaries;  the 
English  meddle  too  much  with  our 
affairs."  "  Sir,  our  meetings  are  pure- 
ly religious,  there  is  nothing  political 
connected  with  them."  "You  are 
English  emissaries, — yon  would  better 
look  out, — you  come  to  trouble  every 
family.  The  religion  of  Christ,  all  re- 
ligions are  but  lies."  "  Sir,  I  did  not 
come  here  to  invite  you  to  abuse  my 
religion  ;  1  have  not  insulted  you, — do 
not  insult  me ; — I  come  to  tell  you  that 
1  am  going  to  use  my  right,  and  noth- 
ing more.  And  as  for  you,  your  duty 
is  to  prevent  any  one  from  troubling 
us.  You  know  that  in  our  republican 
constitution  there  are  jjenalties  pro- 
vided against  those  who  disturb  reli- 
gious assemblies;"  (his  son,  who  was 
there,  had  attempted  to  trouble  us  the 
preceding  Thursday).  I  told  him  that 
the  two  witnesses  whom  1  had  with 
me,  were  a  substitute  for  the  recog- 
nition which  he  refused  me ;  and  after 
having  saluted  him  very  respectfully, 
1  went  away  to  hold  a  meeting  of  some 
hundreds  of  persons.  May  my  ador- 
able Savior  hear  my  sighs,  and  bless 
my  effort ;  may  his  word  be  received. 

We  append  a  few  extracts  from  journals 
of  colporteurs  employed  at  Paris  under  the 
supervision  of  Dr.  Devan. 

Journal  of  Mr.  Herhtl. 

Aug.  7.  Visited  a  woman  who,  when 
she  heard  that  I  spoke  from  the  word 
of  God,  came  near  to  examine  my 
books.  She  said  she  had  a  bible,  and 
prized  it  very  highly.  Conversed  with 
her  upon  the  subject  of  religion,  and 
she  asked  why  Protestants  do  not  use 
images  in  their  churches.  I  replied, 
"  because  they  are  forbidden  in  the 
word  of  God."  "  Then,"  said  she, 
"what  do  you  have  to  make  30U  think 
of  God  1  replied,  "  God  in  his  word 
has  taught  us  how  to  think  of  him, 
and  how  to  worship  him  acceptably." 
I  tried  to  speak  of  salvation  by  grace, 


86 


France. — Letters,  ifc,  of  JV(Uive  Assistants. 


[Maech, 


and  she  re])liefl  that  she  believed  sal- 
vation must  be  by  fjrace  alone,  for  all 
the  works  in  the  world  will  never 
wash  away  one  sin.  In  jjarting  she 
thanked  me,  and  said  "  Go  on  in  your 
work  ;  sell  as  many  bibles  as  you  can, 
that  poor  sinners  may  be  saved." 

8.  Looked  out  (or  a  convenient  bap- 
tizing place,  and  sold  two  testaments. 

19.  Called  on  Mr.  L.  He  seems 
very  anxious  to  spread  abroad  the  truth 
of  the  bible,  but  rather  with  a  view  to 
better  the  moral  condition  of  the  peo- 
ple than  to  secure  their  salvation.  We 
tried  to  impress  upon  him  the  truth 
that  salvation  is  a  personal  affair,  and 
that,  while  it  is  good  to  try  and  im- 
prove the  moral  condition  of  others, 
our  first  inquiry  should  be,  "  Are  our 
own  souls  safe  We  each  of  us  need 
the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
change  our  heart,  for  He  alone  can 
do  it. 

20.  Called  on  Mad.  F.  She  seems 
to  love  the  bible,  but  is  not  clear  on 
the  doctrine  of  salvation  by  grace.  She 
is  anxious  to  be  instructed,  and  we 
prayed  together  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
may  enlighten  her. 

21.  Visited  Mr.  La  J.  He  is  strong 
in  the  faith,  although  too  weak  in  body 
to  meet  with  us  for  worship. 

23.  Called  upon  a  woman  who,  al- 
though not  a  Christian,  earnestly  de- 
sires to  be  one.  We  directed  her  to 
the  Lamb  of  God  as  the  only  one  who 
could  pardon  her  sin,  and  engaged  in 
prayer  with  her  that  He  would  reveal 
himself  to  her  as  the  way,  the  truth, 
and  the  life. 

Sept.  1.  At  6  o'clock  this  evening 
called  upon  a  family  and  remained 
until  10,  conversing  upon  religion  and 
answering  their  imn)erous  questions. 
They  are  not  Christians,  but  seem  wil- 
ling to  hear  and  converse.  The  wife 
was  very  much  opposed  to  Protestants, 
which  is  not  surprising,  as  she  has  been 
educated  in  a  convent.  Her  husband, 
however,  invited  us  to  call  again. 

7.  Visited  Mad.  F.  This  woman 
seems  greatly  to  desire  instruction  in 
religion,  and  every  titne  I  have  called 
upon  her,  has  invited  me  to  read  and 
engage  in  prayer  with  her.  Her  views 
are  not  clear  upon  the  doctrine  of  sal- 
vation by  grace,  yet  I  think  her  a  be- 
liever in  Christ. 

13.  Visited  Mr.  P.,  and  after  en- 
gaging in  religious  conversation  for  a 
short  time,  I  i^ead  a  part  of  the  Gospel 
by  John  ;  and  he  desired  an  explana- 
tion of  the  words,  "If  ye  eat  not  of  the 
flesh  of  the  Son  of  Man  and  drink 


his  blood  ye  have  no  life  in  you." 
This  passage,  he  thought,  referred  to 
the  Lord's  Supper.  We  tried  to  dis- 
abuse his  mind  on  this  i)oint,  and 
spoke  of  the  way  of  salvation.  The 
subject  of  free  grace  he  did  not  com- 
prehend. He  thought,  if  true,  it  would 
take  away  all  restraint  from  evil ;  but 
we  told  him  that  the  faith  of  God  in 
the  heart  is  a  holy  principle,  and  must 
produce  holy  fruits. 

19.    Called  upon  a  man  who  says  he 

'  knows  how  to  read,  but  is  obliged  to 
work  so  hard  that  he  has  no  time  to 
read  the  bible.  I  told  him  this  objec- 
tion, so  often  urged,  is  valueless  in  the 
sight  of  God.  Ofl^ered  to  sell  him  a 
New  Testament,  but  he  declined  pur- 

j  chasing. 

I  22.  Called  on  Mr.  T.  Our  conver- 
sation was  princi|)ally  on  the  subject 
of  baptism.  He  inquired  particularly 
about  oin-  sentiments,  and  seemed  to 
acquiesce  in  all  1  told  him.  Afterward 
called  on  a  workman  who,  although  a 
Catholic,  expresses  himself  more  edi- 
fied by  the  Protestant  than  the  Cath- 
olic mode  of  worship.  Upon  leaving 
he  invited  me  to  call  again. 

Oct.  3.    Visited  Mad.  S.    I  think  her 
a  Christian,  and  she  expresses  herself 
i  willing  to  be  baptized. 
'     Nov.  1.    V'isited  and  conversed  with 
a  man  who  says  he  cannot  see  much 
'  difl^erence   between  the  Catholic  and 
the  Protestant  church.    I  explained  to 
him  many  points  of  difference,  and  he 
appeared  to  accept  the  explanation. 
11.    Called  on  Mad.  Le  C.,and  tried 
j  to  interest  her  in  the  subject  of  reli- 
gion.   To  my  question,  what  would 
become  of  her  if  she  died  to-day  ?  she 
replied,  if  she  had  done  good  works 
enough,  she  would  go  to  heaven.  1 
told  her  good  works  would  never  work 
out  our  salvation,  and  tried  by  a  simple 
comparison  to  show  her  that  we  owe 
God  a   debt  which  we   cannot  pay. 
Christ  must  do  it  for  us. 

23.    Visited  and  conversed  with  a 
t  man  who  is,  I  believe,  a  Christian,  but 
who  does  not  agree  with  us  in  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  the  gospel.  He 
thinl^s  one  may  be  a  Christian  to-day 
and  not  be  one  to-morrow, — the  mat- 
ter depended  upon  our  fidelity.    I  told 
'  him  if  it  depended  on  us,  I  thought  we 
j  should  all  come  very  far  short  of  the 
I  kingdom  of  heaven.    Afterwards  talk- 
i  ed  with  a  man  who  professes  to  be 
'  friendly  to  the  gospel,  but  says  he  can- 
!  not  meet  with  us  on  Sunday  because 
his  wife,  being  at  service,  only  returns 
'  home  on  that  day  and  he  must  prome- 
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nade  with  her.  He  promised,  how- 
ever, to  come  if  he  could.  Another 
one,  to  whom  we  spoke  of  tlie  hihie, 
said  it  was  an  excellent  hook  ;  but  he 
ap|>lied  it  rather  to  the  present  life 
than  to  the  life  to  come.  He  prom- 
ised, however,  to  attend  our  meetings. 

25.  Held  conversation  to-day  with 
a  man  upon  the  subject  of  baptism. 
He  does  not  believe  that  the  mode  of 
baptism  is  prescribed  in  scripture,  be- 
cause, he  says,  we  are  not  told  what  is 
the  quality  of  the  wine  we  must  drink, 
nor  what  the  quantity  of  bread  we 
must  eat.  I  told  liim  the  case  was  not 
an  analogous  one.  One  ordinance  did 
not  refer  to  the  other.  We  could  not, 
for  example,  be  buried  with  Christ  by 
baptism  in  a  cup  of  water.  That,  he 
re])lied,  was  the  baptism  of  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

28.  Visited  Mr.  R.  He  and  his  fam- 
ily are  in  a  very  trying  condition  as  it 
respects  this  life.  They  are  very  poor  ; 
and  he  says  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  sell  on  Sunday  as  well  as  through 
the  week,  to  gain  a  bare  livelihood.  I 
told  him  that  God's  promises  to  his 
children  were  first  spiritual  and  then 
temporal.  We  were  to  seek  first  the 
kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteousness, 
and  all  things  else  are  promised  after- 
ward. 

29.  Called  on  Mad.  S.  This  wo- 
man seems  always  strongly  attached 
to  the  word  of  God  and  firm  in  the 
faith.  Called  on  a  man  who,  although 
he  has  little  or  no  time  at  his  own  dis- 
posal, makes  up  his  deficiency  by  read- 
ing the  bible  while  eating  his  meals. 

Journal  of  Mr.  Devain. 

Nov.  19.  While  travelling  to-day  1 
met  several  persons,  to  whom  I  offer- 
ed testaments  and  spoke  of  the  im- 
j)ortance  of  the  word  of  God.  Some 
purchased  the  book,  not  so  much  for 
themselves,  they  said,  as  for  their  chil- 
dren. The  idea  of  instructing  their 
children  in  the  truths  of  the  bible 
seems  to  be  a  very  common  one. 

20.  Went  to  Puteaux  and  spoke 
freely  of  the  value  of  the  word  of  God 
to  many  of  the  workmen  of  that  place. 
1  sold  six  copies  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment ;  some  purchasing  from  curios- 
ity and  some  for  their  children.  May 
God  bless  the  truth  in  their  hands  to 
tiie  hearts  of  both  parents  and  children. 

22.  Sold  a  number  of  testaments 
to-day  principally  to  females.  I  took 
occasion  to  show  them  from  the  scrip- 
tures, that  the  religion  they  were  trust- 


ing in  is  a  false  one.  They  received 
my  explanations  gratefully,  and  mani- 
fested a  strong  desire  to  commence 
reading  for  themselves. 

23.  Visited  Sevres,  and  sold  a  num- 
ber of  Testaments ;  one  to  a  young 
man,  who  conmienced  reading  it  as  he 
would  an  ordinary  book  ;  but  1  told 
him  that  it  is  the  word  of  God,  and, 
as  such,  demands  strict  attention  and 
obedience.  Had  an  interesting  con- 
versation, too,  with  a  young  man  who 
assured  me  that  he  had  never  heard  a 
sermon  nor  an  ex|)lanation  of  the 
scriptures.  He  pronnsed,  upon  my  in- 
vitation, to  meet  with  us  next  Sunday. 
A  wine  merchant  in  this  village  bought 
a  testament  from  curiosity,  as  he  had 
never  seen  one  before. 

27.  Sold  a  testament  to  a  man  who 
soon  will  leave  for  Algiers. 

28.  The  father  of  a  family  bought 
one  of  my  books  to-day  at  the  request 
of  his  daughter.  May  it  be  the  word 
of  life  to  them  both.  Sold  another  to 
a  woman  who  said  her  son-in-law  had 
burned  the  only  one  she  possessed,  be- 
cause it  was  a  Protestant  book.  Call- 
ed also  upon  a  woman  who,  although 
a  Catholic,  heard  gladly  the  truths  of 
the  bible,  and  requested  me  to  call 
again. 

29.  Called  upon  a  woman  who 
seemed  very  willing  to  purchase,  and 
promised  to  read.  After  I  had  gone 
out,  she  opened  her  testament  at  the 
12th  chapter  and  9th  verse  of  the  Rev- 
elation of  John,  which  reads  somewhat 
as  follows: — "And  the  great  dragon 
was  cast  out,  that  old  serpent,  called 
the  devil  and  satan,  which  deceiveth 
the  whole  earth,  and  his  angels  were 
cast  out  with  hiin."  Frightened  by 
what  she  could  not  understand,  she 
ran  into  the  street  after  irie,  saying  that 
I  had  sold  her  the  word  of  the  devil 
and  not  of  God,  and  praying  me  to 
take  it  back.  1  told  her  to  keep  her 
book  and  read  it ;  and  when  I  called 
again,  if  she  could  prove  to  me  that 
the  book  was  a  bad  one,  I  would  cer- 
tainly accede  to  her  request. 

Oh  may  God  add  his  blessing  to  the 
seed  thus  sown,  and  awaken  and  re- 
generate many  who  are  now  dead  in 
trespasses  and  sins. 


Bassa  Mission. — Letter  of  Mr.  Von- 
hrunn. 

On  leaving  the  mission  in  April  last,  our 
lamented  missionary,  Mr.  Clarke,  commit- 
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ted  the  immediate  charge  of  the  school  at 
Bexley  to  Mr.  Vonbrnnn,  a  native  assist- 
ant, whose  letters  have  repeatedly  been 
spread  before  our  readers.  In  the  follow- 
ing communication,  after  an  appropriate 
allusion  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Clarke,  and 
an  expression  of  confidence  towards  Him 
«•  who  graciously  hears  our  prayers,"  Mr. 
V.  writes  under  date  of  Nov.  21. 

General  state  of  the  mission — School — Bap- 
tisms. 

With  regard  to  the  state  of  our  mis- 
sion since  our  dear  brother,  Mr.  Clarke, 
left  us,  at  which  time  I  took  the  school 
under  my  superintendence,  I  will  stale 
a  few  particulars.  I  have  been  em- 
ployed here,  under  the  patronage  of 
the  Board,  about  four  years;  and  think 
I  can  observe  a  decided  improve- 
ment in  my  country  people.  Attend- 
ance at  church  on  the  Lord's  days, 
and  our  preaching  to  them  on  those 
days,  are  regular.  Comparing  the 
state  of  things  in  the  mission  at  the 
present  time  with  the  time  past,  it 
must  be  observed  and  acknowledged 
that  the  Lord  is  blessing  and  prosper- 
ing the  means  which  are  employed  for 
the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  people  of 
this  country.  Though  Satan  is  trying 
to  counteract  the  attempts  which  are 
made  for  abolishing  the  kingdom  of 
the  devil  and  darkness,  yet,  as  the  nat- 
ural night  gives  way  to  the  day,  so  we 
trust  the  darkness  of  ignorance,  super- 
stition and  heathenism  is  gradually 
giving  way  to  the  cause  of  our  blessed 
Lord,  who  must  reign  till  he  hath  put 
all  enemies  under  his  feet. 

The  number  of  scholars  in  this 
school  is  forty-six  ;  fifty-eight  scholars 
in  all,  including  the  twelve  which  the 
little  school  at  Benjamin  Harris's  town 
contains. 

I  am  hap|)y  to  state,  nine  individuals 
of  this  country,  that  is,  two  young  wo- 
men and  seven  young  men,  all  under 
this  mission,  have  been  added  to  the 
church  by  baptism  since  Mr.  Clarke 
left  this  country.  Thus  it  may  be 
plainly  seen,  the  seed  which  was  sown 
in  weakness,  has  begun  to  rise  in  pow- 
er in  the  hearts  of  some.  We  are  now 
seventeen  in  number,  the  Bassa  com- 
municants amongst  the  rest,  in  this 
mission. 

It  is  with  pleasure  we  see  that  some 
of  our  Bassa  women  have  begun  to  ap- 
preciate the  advantages  which  are  fle- 
rived  from  the  cultivation  of  the  mind, 
and  civilization.    It  is  a  common  thing 


now  for  many  of  them  to  attend  di- 
vine service ;  when  they  are  neatly- 
dressed,  after  the  manner  of  civilized 
women. 

Now,  Christians,  though  our  mission 
is  deeply  afflicted  through  the  death  of 
the  Rev.  Ivory  Clarke,  yet  we  hope 
our  benevolent  friends  in  America  will 
not  be  discouraged,  but  endeavor  Jo 
realize  the  truth  of  the  apostle's  word, 
"As  the  sufferings  of  Christ  abound  in 
us,  so  our  consolation  also  aboundeth 
by  Christ."  Our  compassionate  Re- 
deemer will  not  despise  the  day  of 
small  things.  A  bruised  reed  shall  he 
not  break,  neither  will  he  quench  the 
smoking  flax ;  but  we  will  pray  he 
will  raise  it  to  a  flame. 


Letter  of  Thomas  G.  Clarke,  or  Gawiwi 
Zeediu, 

The  letter  from  which  we  make  the 
following  extracts,  was  written  by  one  of 

the  assistant  native  teachers  in  the  Bex- 
ley  school.  It  contains  some  interesting 
particulars  not  communicated  in  the  pre- 
ceding letter  ;  and  more  especially  ao- 
Donnces  the  sad  intelligence  of  the  death  of 
Kmanyo,  or  John  Wesley,  who  left  this 
country  for  Liberia  in  June.  (See  Mag., 
p.  269,  last  vol.)  He  died  at  Cape  Coast, 
Aug.  31. 

The  writer  of  the  letter  joined  the  mis- 
sion school  when  located  at  Edioa,  and  is 
now  about  twenty  years  of  age. 

I  doubt  not  you  will  like  to  hear  from 
us,  and  how  things  are  going  on  here 
since  the  departure  of  the  late  Rev.  Ivory 
Clarke.  Before  he  went  away  from 
us,  he  appointed  br.  William  Crocker 
and  me  teachers  in  the  school  here. 
Since  it  became  our  lot  to  have  charge 
of  the  school,  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  Mr.  Jacob  Vonbrunn,  it  has 
been  regularly  attended,  as  usual.  All 
the  scholars  are  improving  well ;  the 
greater  part  of  them  study  arithmetic, 
gramwiar,  geography,  and  other  differ- 
ent books  both  in  English  and  in  Bas- 
sa. Almost  the  whole  number  of  the 
scholars  can  .'•ead  in  the  scriptures, 
with  the  exception  of  some  of  the  little 
boys  and  girls,  and  those  that  were  re- 
cently adtnitted  into  the  school. 

Br.  John  Jones  is  stationed  at  br. 
Benjamin  Harris's,  and  is  teaching 
the  school  of  that  place  ;  the  number 
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of  his  scholars  is  twelve;  ours  forty- 
six,  inchiding  both  sexes.  Since  the 
departure  of  our  teachers,  the  Lord  has 
blessed  us  in  converting  some  of  us. 
He  has  converted  nine  of  us,  who,  at 
different  times,  have  been  received  by 
baptism  into  Christ's  church.  I  hope 
the  Lord  will  enable  us  to  praise  Him 
while  we  live  in  this  world  of  sorrows. 
On  every  Monday  night  we  have  a 
prayer  meeting  in  our  own  house;  also 
on  every  Tuesday  night  we  have  a 
prayer  meeting  at  Benjamin  Harris's, 
and  on  every  Wednesday  night  we 
have  a  prayer  meeting  in  the  mission 
church.  So  we  have  three  meetings 
of  prayer  every  week.  I  hope  the 
Lord  will  enable  us  to  press  forward 
in  well  doing,  knowing  that  our  labor 
is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  We  hope, 
also,  that  He  will  add  to  His  church 
daily  such  as  should  be  saved. 

Mr.  Jacob  Vonbrunn  preaches  to  us 
every  Sunday  morning  ai^d  sometimes 
in  the  evening.  We  like  his  preach- 
ing very  much,  because  he  preaches  in 
our  own  language  ;  so  that  every  jierson 


of  the  Bassa  people  that  comes  to  the 
church  can  understand  him  well. 

Dear  brother,  lam  very  sorry  to  tell 
you  that  our  br.  John  K.  Wesley  is 
dead.  We  heard  this  heavy  and  sad 
news  from  Mr.  Bushnell,  at  Gaboon, 
this  same  week.  Oh  how  grieved  and 
disappointed  we  were,  when  we  heard 
this  intelligence  !  The  reason  we  had 
not  heard  that  he  had  left  America, 
is,  the  captain  did  not  stop  here.  John 
died  at  Cape  Coast,  as  we  are  told. 
"  The  Lord  gave  and  the  Lord  hath 
taken  away,  blessed  be  the  name  of 
tiie  Lord."  "  Blessed  are  the  dead 
which  die  in  the  Lord."  Though  we 
have  not  seen  his  face  in  this  world, 
yet  we  hope  we  shall  see  each  other  in 
heaven,  where  we  shall  dwell  and  part 
no  more  forever.  Pray  for  me,  that  I 
may  be  able  to  teach  my  fellow  coun- 
trymen the  fear  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  This  is  the  |)rayer-  of  your 
African  brother  in  Christ.  Please 
write  to  me  by  the  first  opportunity. 
My  love  to  all  your  friends. 


(Dtl)er  Bencrolmt  luatitutioiis. 


American  Board  of  Commission- 
ers FOR  Foreign  Missions. 

Converts  from  Romanism. 
The  statennents  which  follow,  will  grat- 
ify the  desire  of  many  in  this  country, 
who  wish  to  be  more  fully  infornried  in  re- 
spect to  the  converted  Italian  priests,  here- 
tofore assembled  at  Malta,  and  their  con- 
templated plans  and  movements.  The 
extract  is  from  a  letter  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Dwight,  of  Constantinople,  dated  Oct.  27, 
1848. 

I  mast  mention  also,  among  the  pleasing 
changes  that  I  notice  on  revisiting  Malta, 
that  now  the  word  is  regularly  proclaimed 
in  Italian  by  a  converted  priest  from  Rome. 
I  have  attended  the  service  uniformly  since 
our  arrival  ;  and  rarely  have  I  heard  the 
gospel  preached  more  discriminately  or 
more  eloquently.  Would  that  more  who 
understand  this  language,  were  inclined  to 
come  and  hear  the  joyful  sound  !  The 
largest  number  I  have  seen  present,  on 
any  occasion,  is  seventeen  or  eighteen,  all 
of  whom  were  Protestants,  though  eight 
or  more  of  them  are  converts  from  the 
papal  ranks. 
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So  much  has  been  said  of  the  converted 
Italian  priests  in  Malta,  that  I  shall  not 
probably  communicate  any  thing  new  to 
you  on  this  subject.  By  way  of  refresh- 
ing your  memory,  however,  I  will  just 
say  that  there  have  been  congregated  to- 
gether here,  within  the  last  two  years,  six 
or  seven  Roman  Catholic  priests  and  monks, 
who  have  forsaken  the  Roman  Church 
and  embraced  the  Protestant  faith.  Two 
or  three  of  them  are  from  Rome  itself, 
two  from  Egypt,  one  from  the  Greek 
Archipelago,  and  one  from  Constantinople. 
These  were  all  led  by  the  study  of  the 
bible,  and  by  reading  other  books  and 
tracts,  to  a  knowledge  of  the  errors  of  the 
papal  church  and  of  the  truth  of  Protes- 
tantism, while  actually  performing  the 
functions  of  the  priestly  office  in  their  re- 
spective locations  ;  and  they  found  their 
way  to  Malta,  one  by  one,  partly  on  ac- 
count of  the  difficulty,  amounting  in  some 
cases  to  an  impossibility,  of  professing 
Protestantism  where  they  were,  and  partly 
because  of  the  inducements  held  forth  to 
such  persons  by  the  Protestant  College 
established  in  this  island.  Two  of  them 
were  preachers  of  a  high  order  and  in 
great  reputation,  in  the  very  centre  of 
popery  itself 
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They  were  all,  nntil  recently,  connect- 
ed with  the  Protestant  College  here. 
Some  of  them  were  employed  as  teach- 
ers in  part  ;  but  all  of  ihem  were  under 
a  course  of  training,  with  a  view  to  ul- 
timate labors  in  Italy,  for  the  conversion 
of  their  own  people  to  the  evangelical 
faith.  Not  long  ago,  however,  some  se- 
rious charges  were  brought  against  two  or 
three  of  them,  which  led  to  an  entire 
change  in  the  relations  of  all  to  the  college, 
and  in  the  plans  of  the  Committee  in  Eng- 
land in  regard  to  them.  I  believe  that 
only  three  are  now  connected  with  the 
college  in  any  way.  Two  have  left  Malta  ; 
one  of  whom  is  Dr.  Achilli,  who  is  at 
present  in  England,  endeavoring  to  excite 
an  interest  in  behalf  of  Italy  ;  and  it  is 
said  that  he  is  going  to  America  with  the 
same  object  in  view. 

Whether  the  charges  against  the  indi- 
viduals, alluded  to  above,  were  satisfac- 
torily proved  or  not,  it  is  not  for  me  to 
Bay.  Even  on  the  supposition  that  they 
were  true,  a  good  cause  ought  not  to 
suffer  injury  therefrom.  If  some  of  these 
conversions  are  spurious,  we  may  chari- 
tably hope  that  all  are  not.  Let  us  never 
forget  the  case  of  Judas  among  the  chosen 
twelve. 

So  far  as  man  can  judge,  the  character 
of  at  least  some  of  these  priests  is  unsul- 
lied. Of  Dr.  Desanctis  (the  preacher)  in 
particular,  I  hear  but  one  opinion  express- 
ed ;  and  that  is  most  ffivorable  to  his  piety 
and  general  worth. — Miss.  Herald. 


South  African  French  Mission. 

The  Society  of  Evangelical  Missions, 
founded  in  1822,  opened  the  following  year 
a  Mission  House  at  Paris,  for  the  training 
of  young  men  desiring  to  devote  themselves 
to  the  missionary  work. 

The  first  missionaries  brought  up  there 
departed  for  South  .Africa  about  the  middle 
of  the  year  1828,  and  their  sphere  of  la- 
bor has  been  confined  to  the  various  tribes 
of  Bechuanas,  which  under  the  respective 
denominations  of  Battapis,  Bapootos,  &c., 
have  become  familiar  to  the  English  ear, 
through  the  travels  of  Campbell,  and  the 
Chrislian  chivalry  of  the  well-known 
Moffat.  Twenty-three  missionaries  have 
been  sent  out  since  the  commencement  of 
the  Institatinn.  That  number  was  reduced 
in  1848  to  eighteen  ;  all  but  two  are  mar- 
ried; and  the  mission,  including  women  and 
children,  amounts  to  seventy  persons.  The 
wives  of  the  missionaries  render  valuable 
service,  by  instructing  the  ignorant  of  their 
own  sex,  inculcating  habits  of  order,  econ- 
omy, and  propriety,  and  cooperating  with 


their  hasbandg  in  implanting  the  first  seeds 
of  instruction  amongst  their  children. 

The  habits  of  this  people  are  chiefly  no- 
madic, and  although  their  subsistence  might 
be  easily  made  to  depend  upon  their  flocks, 
and  upon  the  abundance  of  game  afforded 
by  the  country,  yet  a  kind  of  hereditary 
love  of  strife  keeps  each  tribe  in  continual 
enmity  with  its  neighbor,  and  their  relative 
prowess  is  tested  by  the  success  which 
crowns  their  incessant  encroachments  upon 
the  property  and  cattle  of  the  adjoining 
settlements. 

No  fewer  than  fourteen  stations  have 
been  established  among  these  people,  by 
the  zeal  of  the  French  missionaries,  thus 
bringing  within  a  certain  degree  of  their 
control  a  population  of  about  40,000  souls  ; 
but  the  influence  of  the  mission  does  not 
end  here.  Churches  and  schools  have  been 
founded  in  many  parts  of  the  adjacent 
country  ;  and,  while  engaged  in  carrying 
the  message  of  salvation,  the  missionaries 
have  not  neglected  opportunities  of  improv- 
ing the  social  condition  of  the  natives,  hnt 
have  assiduoosly  applied  themselves  to 
their  elevation  in  the  scale  of  civilized  life, 
by  inculcating  various  branches  of  the 
useful  arts,  and  diff'using  among  them  a 
taste  for  the  necessaries  and  conveniencies 
of  a  new  and  improved  gradation  of  being. 

The  missionaries  have  zealously  applied 
themselves  to  the  stndy  of  the  language, 
into  which  they  have  translated  many  por- 
tions of  the  Word  of  God,  besides  valuable 
elementary  works  and  tracts.  Annual  re- 
ports of  the  Society's  proceedings  are  reg- 
ularly published,  from  which  the  following 
facts  may  be  gathered.  During  the  eight- 
een years  in  which  the  work  has  been  car- 
ried on,  several  hundred  natives  have  been 
baptized,  and  subsequently  admitted  to 
partake  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  Numbers 
present  themselves  every  year  for  admis- 
sion into  the  church. 

The  number  of  communicants  in  the  dif- 
ferent stations  may  be  estimated  at  about 
1,000,  and  that  of  the  natives  frequenting 
public  worship,  at  from  5,000  to  6,000. 
Last  year,  1,900  Bassontas  attended  at  the 
baptismal  ceremony  of  fifty  of  their  adult 
countrywomen  ;  and  in  one  year  only,  500 
Bechuanas  have  demanded  admission  into 
the  charch. 

The  converts  give  evidence  of  their  sin- 
cerity by  a  consistent  walk.  .Many  among 
them  have  died  in  the  faith,  and  manifested 
in  their  last  hours  feelings  of  established 
peace  and  Christian  hope. 

The  schools  are  attended  by  adults  as 
well  as  children,  the  nnmber  of  scholars 
now  amounting  to  3,000.  The  desire  for 
reading  and  instruction  is  spreading  through- 
out the  country,  so  that  the  mission  press 
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cannot  overtake  the  urgent  wants  awaken- 
ed by  evangelical  preaching.  The  natives 
who  liave  eiiibraced  Christianity  are  begin- 
ning to  build  clean  and  comfortable  houses, 
in  place  of  their  smoky  and  unwholesome 
huts.  Instead  of  dirty  and  loathsome  skins 
of  animals,  with  which  ihey  were  formerly 
clothed,  ihey  wear  a  jacket  and  drawers. 

The  women,  who  have  learned  to  sew 
in  the  mission  schools,  make  clothing  for 
themselves  and  their  daughters.  Many 
chiefs,  and  sons  of  chiefs,  have  already 
been  baptized,  and  the  king  of  the  Basson- 
tas,  a  powerful  and  influential  prince,  con- 
vinced of  the  truth  of  Christianity,  and  the 
excellence  of  European  civilization,  en- 
courages his  subjects  to  embrace  the  gospel. 

Among  the  Bassontas,  polygamy  and  cir- 
cumcision are  gradually  disappearing  ;  cruel 
rites  are  abolished  ;  aggressive  expeditions 
becoming  more  and  more  rare,  and  peace 
begins  to  reign  amongst  nations  whose  chief 
practice  was  but  lately  war  and  bloodshed. 
Finally,  agriculture  is  progressing,  and 
there  is  reason  to  hope  that  at  a  future, 
and  not  far  distant  time,  the  nation  of  the 


Bechuanas  will  take  rank  among  Christian 
people. 

To  carry  out  these  animating  prospects, 
and  at  the  same  lime  to  supply  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  laborers  sent  from  Europe,  the 
njissionaries  have  lately  founded  an  estab- 
lishment, under  suitable  direction,  destined 
to  prepare  pious  natives  for  carrying  on  the 
work  of  evangelization. 

In  ihe  accomplishment  of  their  excellent 
and  arduous  undertaking,  the  missionaries 
have  had  to  struggle  with  difficulties  which 
those  who  are  conversant  with  the  adven- 
tures of  Moffat  can  alone  adequately  esti- 
mate ;  but  iheir  labors  have  been  crowned 
with  success,  to  which  Sir  Harry  Smith, 
in  his  late  expedition  against  the  Boers, 
bears  willing  and  unimpeachable  testimony. 

In  the  opinion  of  all  missionaries  and 
travellers,  to  whatever  nation  or  religious 
communities  belonging,  the  French  mission- 
aries of  South  Africa  are  among  the  most 
efficient  and  devoted,  while  their  establish- 
irients  are  among  the  most  prosperous. — 
Evangelical  Christendom. 
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China. — Missionary  meeting  at  Ningpo — 
Ulterior  plans  and  measures.  . 

The  following  letter  is  under  date  of 
Ningpo,  Nov.  3,  and  is  subscribed  by 
Messrs.  Dean,  Goddard,  Lord  and  Mac- 
gowan.  Of  the  course  of  events  antece- 
dent to  the  interview  spoken  of,  the  reader 
will  find  some  account  at  pp.  27  and  56, 
of  the  last  two  numbers. 

It  mny  be  matter  of  interest  to  leant 
that  so  Kiaiiy  of  your  niissioiiaiies  have 
met  at  this  place  for  fraternal  cotiler- 
ence  anil  Christian  cotnimiiiion.  It 
lias  been  frood  for  us  to  be  here.  We 
hove  experienced  in  each  other's  so- 
ciety and  counsels  a  j)leasure,  and,  we 
trust,  iiave  derived  I'roiti  it  a  |)rofit, 
which  can  be  fully  learned  only  by  a 
residence  in  a  heathen  land.  The 
pleasure  and  benefits  of  Christian  sym- 
pathy are  here  more  fully  appreciated 
and  tnore  gratefully  enjoyed,  than  while 
surrounded  by  the  wise  and  good  of  a 
Christian  country.  After  a  lotig  course 
of  habitual  contact  with  uncultivated, 
uncliristianized  mind,  we  enjoy,  witii  a 


f)eculiur  relish,  the  sanctified  society  of 
Christian  fiiends,  wiio  know  how  to 
sympathize  in  our  sorrows,  and  iden- 
tify their  joys  with  ours.  In  coming 
together  at  this  place,  we  cannot  (iiil 
to  recognize  very  distinctly  the  hand 
of  God  in  directing  our  way.  We 
have  met,  and  consulted,  and  prayed, 
and  wept  together;  and  now  we  part 
relreshed  by  the  interview,  bearing  on 
our  hearts  a  still  more  lively  interest 
in  each  other's  ha[)])iness  atid  success 
in  the  service  of  our  conjmon  Lord, 
atid  with  renewed  proofs  of  the  power 
and  blessed  effects  of  our  holy  religion 
in  cementing  more  closely  our  hearts, 
and  making  us  still  njore  hap()y  as 
they  are  called  forth  in  desire  lor  the 
good  of  souls  and  the  glory  of  the 
Savior. 

Br.  Dean  is  about  to  return  to  Hong- 
kong and  br.  Goddard  to  Shanghai, 
both  with  health  greatly  im|)roved  by 
a  short  residence  in  these  northern 
latitudes  during  tiiis  cool  and  delight- 
ful season  of  the  year.  Frotn  present 
appearances  it  seetns  to  us  desirable 
that  br.  Goddard  remove  his  family 
here  in  the  spring,  should  no  counter 
indication  of  Providence  appear  be- 
fore that  time.    For  the  winter,  it  is 
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thought  tl)at  Mrs.  Goddard's  health 
would  not  warrant  another  removal. 
Should  they  be  located  here,  hr.  G.  w  ill 
be  able  to  assist  the  brethren  already 
residing  at  this  station,  and  at  the  same 
time  cooperate  with  br.  Dean,  at  Hong- 
kong, in  the  work  of  translation  and 
preparing  books  for  the  use  of  our 
missions.  Should  the  Committee  think 
proper  to  make  this  arrangement,  it  is 
sincerely  to  be  desired  tliat  they  may 
be  able  soon  to  send  a  reinforcement 
to  the  stations  of  Bangkok  and  Hong- 
kong. The  indications  of  good  to  the 
people  of  this  place  demand  our  grati- 
tude to  God,  and  we  trust  that  the 
members  of  the  Board  will  not  cease 
to  pray  for  all,  that  the  divine  blessing 
may  attend  us  and  the  mission. 

At  Ningpo  the  former  teacher  of  Dr. 
Macgowan,  baptized  last  year  hy  Mr. 
Lord,  is  now  acting  as  an  assistant  to 
the  mission,  and  aids  in  the  services  at 
the  chapel  in  the  city.  They  have 
there  an  encouraging  congregation  on 
the  Sabbath,  both  morning  and  after- 
noon ;  one  conducted  by  Dr.  Mac- 
gowan and  the  other  by  Mr.  Lord, 
each  assisted  by  the  native  helper. 
They  have  also  a  bible  class,  composed 
of  six  or  eight  Chinese,  who  meet  each 
of  the  missionaries  once  a  week,  and 
manifest  an  interest  in  the  study  of  the 
Christian  faith.  Some  of  ttiese  have 
requested  baptism,  one  or  two  of  whom 
afford  encouraging  evidence  of  their 
sincerity.  The  [jeople  of  the  city  and 
neigiiborliood  appear  very  civil  and 
teachable,  and  we  hope  great  good 
will  result  from  your  mission  at  this 
station. 

Mr.  Goddard  retnrned  to  Shanghai  on 
the  14tb  of  November,  from  which  place 
he  writes  on  the  18tb. 

My  health  is  becoming  quite  good  ; 
the  cold  agrees  with  me,  does  not 
cause  'a.  cough  nor  any  unpleasant  feel- 
ing at  the  lungs.  Shall  be  able  to 
preach  again  soon.  I  feel  like  n  young 
man  again.  Br.  Tobey  leaves  to-mor- 
row for  America  on  account  of  Mrs. 
Tobey's  health.  They  have  been  very 
kind  to  us  since  we  have  been  here. 
Their  mission  have  rented  a  house  for 
Mr.  Pearcy,  who  has  just  arrived,  and 
they  kindly  furnish  me  with  two  rooms, 
where  we  hope  to  pass  the  winter  com- 
fortably. I  have  also  just  fitted  up  a 
small  out-room  for  a  study. 


Siam. — Letter  of  Mig8  H.  H.  Morse. 

Oor  last  advices  from  Siam  are  to  Nov. 
23  ;  at  which  time  Miss  M.,  after  alloding 
to  her  own  employment  dnriog  the  sum- 
mer, pays  : — 

Mrs.  Jones  still  remains  well ;  with 
the  same  degree  of  cheerfulness,  en- 
ergy and  vigor  which  characterized  her 
at  New  Hampton.  She  has  at  present 
seven  boys  under  her  instruction,  four 
of  the  number  boarding  scholars.  Mr. 
Jones  has  accomplished  much  since 
his  return  to  Siam,  although  much  of 
the  time  he  has  been  feeble.  At  pres- 
ent he  appears  better  than  usual,  but  I 
doubt  if  he  ever  again  enjoy  Jirm 
health. 

Br.  Chandler  is  full  of  business, — 
feels  the  need  of  rest,  and  is  hoping  in 
January  to  take  a  tour  into  the  coun- 
try with  Mrs.  C,  who  is  still  teaching 
her  interesting  group  of  little  girls. 
Her  health  has  been  better  the  past 
season  than  during  any  summer  since 
she  came  to  Bangkok.  Her  Sabbath 
school, — composed  of  her  own  (lupils 
and  Mrs.  Jones's, — she  still  continues 
also;  upon  that  especially  her  heart 
seems  to  centre. 

Br.  Goddard's  little  church  is  doing 
better  than  we  could  expect  in  the  ab- 
sence of  their  pastor.  We  hope  the 
teacher's  wife,  (who  is  a  very  interest- 
ing Siamese  woman,)  is  a  Christian ; 
also  another  female,  widow  of  the 
Chinese  brother  who  died  the  week 
after  our  arrival.  Have  we  not  great 
cause  for  encouragement  and  gratitude 
to  God  Oh  may  we  all  be  humbled 
under  a  sense  of  his  great  goodness. 

At  the  date  of  the  above,  Miss  M.  was 
temporarily  residing  at  the  "  Upper  Mis- 
sion," or  station  of  the  American  Board  of 
Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions  ;  hav- 
ing removed  at  the  request  of  Mrs.  Cas- 
well, whose  hnsband  had  died  on  the  25th 
of  Sept.  Of  the  decease  of  that  esteemed 
missionary  Miss  M.  writes  : — 

His  end  was  peace.  On  the  day 
of  his  departure  he  said  to  a  Christian 
friend,  "If  this  be  death,  it  is  by  no 
means  dreadful  ;"  and  a  short  time  be- 
fore speech  failed  him,  "I  die,  but 
live."  And  he  does  live,  not  only  in 
heaven,  but  in  the  hearts  of  all  his 
missionary  associates. 

She  adds, — 


1  have  referred  to  lir.  C.'s  removal  as 
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a  reason  for  my  being  at  this  station. 
To  relieve  in  some  degree  the  loneli- 
ness of  his  dear  wife,  I  remained  with 
her  a  few  days  after  his  burial,  and 
when  the  time  of  my  expected  return 
home  arrived,  she  begged  me  with 
tears  to  remain  with  her  until  Provi- 
dence should  open  the  way  for  her  re- 
turn to  America  ;  assuring  me,  at  the 
same  time,  that  she  had  already  con- 
sulted br.  and  sr.  Jones  concerning  it, 
and  obtained  their  consent.  So  here  I 
am,  and  shall  probably  stay  through 
the  present  year,  perhaps  longer.  As 
1  have  here  every  facility  for  acquiring 
the  language  which  1  could  enjoy  at 
my  own  home,  and  as  Mrs.  C.  speaks 
the  Siamese  better  by  far  than  any 
other  lady,  it  may,  in  that  respect,  be 
for  my  advantage. 

Speaking  subsequently  of  the  lamented 
death  of  Mrs.  Johnson,  late  of  Hongkong 
Mission,  in  company  with  whom  she  had 
I  sailed  for  China,  she  gives  the  following 
expression  to  her  memory  of  her  worth. 

Our  intercourse  during  the  long 
voyage  and  while  we  were  detained  at 
I  Hongkong,  was  such  as  greatly  to  en- 
j  dear  her  to  my  heart,  and  impressed 
i  me  most  deeply  with  a  sense  of  her 
ardent  piety.  Her  thoughts  and  con- 
versation were  much  on  heaven  and 
divine  things,  and  her  apprehension  of 
an  early  departure  were  often  referred 
to  by  lierself  while  we  were  together, 
and  always,  I  think,  with  pleasure 
rather  than  pain.  She  gave  nie,  as  a 
parting  gift,  "  The  Life  of  Faith,"  (a 
book  we  had  read  much  together,) 
and  said,  as  she  handed  it  to  me,  "  Oh  1 
let  us  live  by  faith  daily,  till  we  meet 
wliere  I'aith  is  changed  to  sight."  I 
ti  ust  she  did  thus  live. 


Maulmain. — Additions  to  the  English  and 
Burmese  churches. 

Mr.  Howard  writes  under  date  of  Nov. 
24  :— 

The  Lord  has  blessed  us  with  some 
additions  lately  to  the  English  church 
in  this  place.  On  the  8th  of  October 
we  had  the  pleasure  to  baptize  one 
young  woman,  and  on  the  '22(.\  eight 
young  persons  were  baptized.  Of 
these  nine  persons,  one  was  br.  Ste- 
vens's oldest  son,  two  were  formerly 
connected  with  br.  Siinons's  school, 
and  the  remaining  six  belonged  to  the 


boarding  school  and  premises,  includ- 
ing my  two  oldest  daughters.  Br. 
Haswell  has  recently  baptized  three 
persons  in  connection  with  the  Bur- 
mese church.  It  is  hoped  that  these 
two  churches  will  soon  receive  other 
accessions,  for  it  is  evident  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  still  woiking  with  us. 

Expected  return  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haswell. 
In  another  letter  of  the  same  date,  Mr. 
H.  announces  the  intended  return  of  Mr. 
Haswell  and  family  to  this  country  by  the 
earliest  opportunity,  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  Maulmain  Mission 
and  with  the  approval  of  the  Executive 
Committee.  Provision  had  been  condition- 
ally made  for  his  homeward  passage  in  the 
ship  Coquimbo,  in  which  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bronson  are  to  return  ;  but  owing  to  the 
transfer  of  the  Calcutta  and  Maulmain  mail 
steamer  to  another  service,  information  of 
the  arrangement  was  received  too  late  to 
allow  Mr.  Haswell  to  avail  himself  of  it  ; 
and  a  passage  was  engaged  by  him  via 
England.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haswell  have 
been  for  a  considerable  time  suffering  from 
ill  health,  rendering  their  return  to  America 
imperative  ;  while,  also,  the  labors  of  Mr. 
H.  had  become  greatly  impeded  by  the 
partial,  but  we  trust  temporary,  loss  of 
sight. 

"  It  is  well."' 
We  subjoin  the  following  paragraph  from 
the  close  of  Mr.  Howard's  letter. 

Day  before  yesterday  we  could  say 
that  our  lives  had  been  spared  nearly 
fourteen  years  in  Burtnah,  and  that 
with  seven  children  given  to  us  our 
family  had  remained  unbroken.  But 
yesterday  we  laid  the  lifeless  body  of 
our  third  little  son  in  the  grave.  At 
about  3  o'clock  yesterday  morning  he 
breathed  his  last  breath,  and  at  evening 
we  committed  his  body  to  the  dust. 
The  effect  of  the  event  on  the  physical 
strength  of  his  mother,  in  her  lieeble 
state  of  health,  has  not  been  small.  It 
has  confined  lier  to  her  bed  for  the 
present ;  but,  J  trust,  with  a  spirit  sub- 
missive to  the  will  of  God.  In  this 
spirit  I  trust  we  are  united,  and  could 
heartily  reply  to  the  interrogation,  "  l.s 
it  well  with  thee  ?  Is  it  well  with  the 
child  ?"  "  It  is  well.^' 
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[March, 


Arracan. — Letter  of  Mr.  Ingalls. 

Improved  condition  of  the  Kemmees. 

Akyab,  Nov.  27.  A  new  Cotntriission- 
er  bus  taken  charge  of  Arracan,  who 
maiiiiests  the  deepest  interest  in  tlie 
Ketnniees  (not  that  others  did  not;) 
I  liave  by  his  request  called  them  to 
town,  and  expect  that  to-tnorrow  a 
Kemniee  will  be  appointed  a  head 
man  over  a  large  district,  and  that  man 
a  Christian.  The  Kemmees  have  been 
long  oppressed  by  a  Burman  officer 
placed  over  them,  and  all  my  plans 
thwarted.  God  has  interposed,  and  a 
day  of  deliverance  has  come.  I  am  re- 
joiced at  the  brightening  prospect 
opening  before  iis.  "The  Lord  reign- 
eth,  let  the  earth  rejoice."  These 
changes  have  given  me  additional 
work.  We  have  two  applicants  for 
baptism.  One  is  a  Mussulman  from 
Ramree,  who  is  daily  preaching,  and 
gives  good  evidence  of  a  change  ;  he 
is  the  fourth  from  that  city,  and  1  hope 
not  the  last.  The  other  is  the  Kem- 
mee  mentioned  in  my  last.  I  cannot 
put  him  off.  He  comes  out  before  a 
large  assembly,  and  with  tears  [ileads 
with  me  to  baptize  him.  "  Sir,  I  am 
afraid  to  die  before  J  am  ba|)tized.  J 
love  God  and  pray  daily  to  him,  and 
believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
I  wish  to  be  bajjiized."  We  shall  have 
to  baptize  him,  and  the  work  must  go 
on  among  the  Kemtnees.  If  you  have 
not  appointed  a  man  for  them,  will  you 
not  appoint  one  ? 

28.  The  Kemmees  have  had  their 
clioicest  ho|)es  realized  to-day.  Tlie 
Commissioner,  Mr.  Cravvfurd,  has  ap- 
pointed Tet  Kwau  head  man, and  turn- 
ed out  of  office  a  man  who  for  years 
hiis  oppressed  them.  We  meet  with 
more  real  opposition  from  little  head 
men  than  can  be  expressed  ;  they,  in 
fact,  employ  all  the  power  of  govern- 
ment in  hindering  the  gospel.  The 
Kemmee  wilds  are  now  free,  and  the 
work  advances. 


OBITUARY. 

Death  of  Mr.  Davenport. 

Died  at  Alexandria,  La.,  on  the  24th 
of  November  last,  the  Rev.  Robert 
DuNLEVY  Davenport,  formerly  mem- 
ber of  the  American  Baptist  Mission  at 
Bangkok,  Siam.  From  a  letter  received 
from  Mrs.  Davenport  we  learn  that  "  his 
disease  was  chronic  diarrhoea,  with  which 


he  had  been  afflicted  two  months,  thoogh 
most  of  the  time  able  to  be  in  school.  He 
was  not  considered  in  danger  till  a  day  or 
two  before  liis  death,  but  then  sank  very 
rapidly,  and  his  physician  had  no  hope  of 
him  for  the  last  thirty-six  hoors. 

"  The  effect  of  the  opiates  which  it  was 
necessary  to  administer,  prevented  him 
from  conversing  moch  at  the  last  ;  but 
when  he  was  asked  by  a  minister  present, 
whether  he  was  willing  to  depart,  and 
whether  he  could  place  all  his  trust  in  the 
Savior  in  his  last  extremity,  he  replied, 
'  Yes.'  His  end,  though  unexpected,  was 
calm  and  resigned  ;  and  we  doubt  not,  he 
rests  in  peace." 

Mr.  Davenport  was  connected  with  the 
Siamese  department  of  the  Siam  Mission, 
and  labored  in  it  in  the  twofold  capacity  of 
preacher  and  printer,  though  with  some  io- 
terruptions  and  embarrassments,  from  the 
time  of  his  arrival  at  Bangkok  in  1836  till 
1845,  the  year  of  his  return  to  this  coun- 
try. He  was  a  kind  and  faithful  coadjutor, 
estimable  in  his  social  relations,  and  evi- 
dently actuated  with  a  sincere  regard  to 
the  honor  of  Christ  and  a  desire  to  advance 
the  interests  of  his  kingdom  in  the  salva- 
tion of  the  heathen.  For  (he  uprightness 
of  his  intentions  and  disinterestedness  he 
retained  to  the  last  the  confidence  of  his 
missionary  brethren  and  of  the  Acting 
Board.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
in  the  fortieth  year  of  his  age  ;  his  birth 
place  Williamsburg,  Va. 
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Received  in  January,  1849. 


Maine. 

Kennebunk  Port,  Village  ch.  and 
snc. 

Waldo  Asso.;  Robie  Frye  tr., 
viz.'— Montville,  ch.  20,00; 
Liberty,  ch.  10,00;  Knoi, 
Fem.  Miss.  Soc.  2,25;  Rev. 
T.  B.  Robinson,  towards  sup. 
of  Rev.  E.  N.  Jencks,  10,00, 

Wiscasset,  John  Sylvester 


19,80 


42,2.) 
10,00 


72,05 


New  Hampshire. 
Winchester,  Phineas  Howe  7,00 
Concord,  ch.,  to  cons.  Benja- 
min Oamon  L.  M.,  100,00 


107,00 


1849.] 
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Vermont. 


West  Topsham,  ch. 
Hardwick,  a  few  friends 


Massachusetts. 

A  friend,  for  the  African  Miss. 
Newton,  Upper  Falls,  Miss 
Kliza  Jameson,  for  Teloogoo 
Miss.,  15,00;  Fern.  For.  Miss. 
Soc,  Miss  E.  Jameson  tr., 
for  Teloogoo  Miss.,  14,00, 
Jamaica    Plain,   ch.,   to  cons. 

JVfathaniel  Weld  L.  M., 
Framingham,  ch.  50,00;  Abner 

Haven  5,00, 
Boston,  united  mon.  con. 
at  Bowdoin  Square  ch.  60,00 
I  do.,  Baldwin  Place  ch., 
I      mon.  con.,  71,32 
do..  Harvard  St.  ch,,  Mrs. 
Andem  100,00,  to  cons. 
Rev.  James  Andem  L. 
M.;  do..  Ladies'  For. 
'     Miss.  Soc.  100,25,  f.jr 
I     sup.  of  a  native  Karen 
I      preacher  and  to  cons. 
i     Thomas  P.DurantL.M.,  200,25 
j  do.,    Ut  ch.,    (of  which 
I     7,00  is   for  sup.    of  a 
child  in  Mrs.  Mason's 
!      school  named  William 

Collier,)  100,00 


10,00 
11,00 


21,00 


30,00 

29,00 
100,00 

53,00 


431,57 

6,50 
5,00 

7,50 


Chelmsford,  Istch.  and  friends 
for  German  bibles, 

Cheshire,  L.  J.  Cole 

Buckland,  Harris  Wight  7,00; 
Mrs.  Pliny  Wells  5Uc., 

Southbridge,  Central  Sab.  sch., 
towards  sup.  of  Rev.  VVm. 
Dean,  13,40 

Westboro',    ch.   and  soc,  for 

L.  M.  to  be  named,  100,00 

Charlestosvn,  1st  ch.,  Boardman 
Miss  Soc  .Joseph  Goodnough 
tr.,  to  cons.  Kev.  Wm.  Stow 
L.  M.,  100,00 

Roxbury,  Kendall  Brooks  20,00 

Wachusett  Asso.,  L.  W.  Brad- 
ford tr.,  2,00 

Wi'st  Dedham,  mon.  con.  and 
annual  col.  99,10;  Sab.  school 
Hi, 20,  115,30 

Barnstable  Asso.,  George  Lov- 
ell  tr.,  5,56 

Amherst,  mon.  con.  10,00 

Kinijston,  ch.  and  cong.  30,00; 
Taunton,  a  few  friends  9,00; 
Somerset  7,18;  West  Bridge- 
water,  Philip  E.  Hill  5,00; 
Miss  S.  H.  Hill  1,00  ;  South 
Abington,ch.  100,00,  for  L.  M. 
to  be  named,  per  Rev.  J.  F. 
Wilcox,  agent,  152,18 


-1183,01 


Rhode  Island. 

\V:irren,  ch.  and  cong.  87,50; 
Sl:itersville,  K.  B  Chapman 
100,(10,  to  cons.  Mrs.  Avis  W. 
(.'hapman  L.  M. ;  do.,  a  few 
friends  60,00;  \Voonsocket, 
t  h.  46,00 ;  to  cons.  John  Shaw 
L.  M.,  per  Rev.  J.  F.  Wilcox, 
agent, 


293,50 


Connecticut. 

Stonington,  ch.,  to  cons.  Rev. 
A.  G.  Palmer  L.  M.,  100,00; 
Rev,  A.  G.  Palmer,  tovvar<l8 
sup.  of  a  native  Karen  preach- 
er 20,00,  120,00 

Suffield,    ch.,  per  Kev.  J.  H. 

Vinton,  65,00 


185,00 


JNew  York. 

Half  Moon,  1st  ch.  16,59  ;  do., 
2d  ch.  30,51  ;  Burnt  Hills,  ch. 
11,16;  (iaiway,  2d  ch.  4,15; 
A  friend,  "  gold  pencil"  4,00  ; 
Balston  Spa,  ch.  15.00;  Prof. 
Brantly  5,00;  Clifton  Park, 
ch.  14.40;  John  H.  Groat  25c.; 
John  G.  Spangler  1.00;  Julia 
A.  Spangler  75c  ;  Alice  Spang- 
ler and  brother  1  Ic. ;  Mary  .\. 
Plucket  25c.  ;  Thomas  M. 
Burt  10,00;  Athens,  ch.  10,00 ; 
Kdward  W.  Buddington  20,(10  ; 
Alex.  Petrie  1,00;  David 
Woolsey  2,00  ;  Peter  Cornell 
5,00;  A.  Wood  2,00;  Philip 
Bassim  1,00;  Sally  Ann  Finch 
18c.  ;  Rev.  JN  D.  Benedict 
1,00;  James  Thompson  2,00; 
F.leanor  Thompson  25c.  ; 
Catharine  Thompson  25c.  ; 
Huldali  'I'hompson  50c. ;  Fred- 
erick Basten  3,00  ;  Philip 
Hopper  1,00;  Daniel  M.  I.eet 
1,00;  Lackanack,  ch.  1,16; 
Roundout,  ch.  21,00;  Kings- 
ton, ch.  6,62;  Saugerties,  ch. 
6,49;  Rev,  Wm.  H.  Wines 
2,00;  Caleb  Green  1,00;  Mat- 
thias Vandenburgh  1,00;  Ed- 
ward Wells  2,00;  Frederick 
C.  Dederick  3,00;  Wm.  Frear 
1,00;  R.  Van  Wart  1,00;  Mrs. 
Charlock  I2c. ;  Ambrose  Ba- 
ker 5,00  ;  Coltern  Briggs  1 ,00  ; 
Coxsackie,  ch.  12,00  ;  Catskill, 
ch.,  to  cons.  Rev.  Edward  F. 
Piatt  L.  M.,  100,00  ;  per  Rev.  . 
Orrin  Dodge,  agent,  327,71 

Paris,  ch.  5,50  ;  Turin,  Wm. 
Breese  50,00  ;  Willard  A. 
Musson23c.;  Uphemia  Mus- 
son  12c.;  Theodore  H.  Mus- 
son  4o. ;  Mrs.  Sally  Blocklee 
25c.  ;  Mrs.  Sally  Newland 
50c.  ;  Miss  Emily  Newland 
25c. ;  Green,  Levi  Farr  8,00  ; 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Crombie  1,00  ; 
Robert  Hyde  1,00;  Nathan 
Patch  and  wife  2.00;  Eaton, 
Miss  Lucinda  Hatch  5,00  ; 
Miss  Lorena  Buck  1,00  ; 
Binghampton,  John  Langdon 
4,00  ;  Job  Langdon  2,00  ;  Jo- 
seph Langdcm  3.00;  John  G. 
Sturges  2,00  ;  Robert  C.  'IViv- 
itt  4,00;  Broome  and  Tioga 
Asso.,  viz. —  Barker  and  Che- 
nango 34,40  ;  Binghampton 
3^,19  ;  Union,  ch.  14,00  ; 
Union,  village  11,06;  col.  at 
semi-annual  meeting  6.75  ;  to 
cons.  Rev.  David  S.  Jackson 
L.  M.;  per  Rev.  A.  Bennett, 
agent,  J89,91 

Monroe    Asso.,    VV.  N. 
Sage  tr.  Un. — Henrietta 
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ch.  13.22  ;    Rush,  ch. 

14,33  ;Ogden,ch. 35.37; 

Mrs.  A.  E.  Bliss  1,00  ; 

Penfield.    ch.    40,00  ; 

West    Henrietta,  ch. 

24,'2o;  Wheatland,  ch., 

to   cons.  Jirah  Black- 

mer    L.   M.,    105,00  ; 

Parma,    2d    ch.  8,00; 

Chili,  ch.l2..50;  Brock- 
port,  ch.  14,00;  Web- 
ster, ch.  16,00;  Roch- 
ester. 1st  ch,  (of  which 

gaO  is  from  A.  Strong, 

for  the  sup.  of  A-Sun, 

native  Chinese  assis- 
tant,) 160,00  ;  do.,  2d  ch. 

33,35  ;  do.,  Tabernacle 

ch.  10,76;  Sweden  and 

Bergen,ch.5,27;  Greece, 

ch.  3,75;  Mrs.  French 

50c. ;  Sweden  D.  Loom- 
is  2,00;  Fairport,  friends 

1 ,36  ;     col.    at  Asso. 

20,48;  to  CODS.  Edwin 

Pancost.      Klijah  F. 

Smith,  Rev.  S.  Gilbert* 

and   Rev.   H.  Bowen 

L.  M.  ;  per  Rev.  S.  M. 

Osgood,  agent,  541,14 
Rochester,   col.   at  the 

Hew  York  State  Con- 
vention, to  cons.  Kone 

Luk,    Karen  assistant, 

L.  M.  ;  per  Rev.  S.  M. 

Osgood ,  age  nt,  1 06 ,50 

  647,64 

Gloversville,  two   sons  of  M. 

Hellwig  1,00 
Port  Jervis,  ch.  30,00 
Edwards,  "  a  lew  friends,  per  W. 

Harmon  tr."  12,00 
Worcester  Asso.  100,00 


-1308,29 


Pennsylvania. 

Washinston,  Miss  Rebecca  B. 

Marshall  5.00 
Alleghany  ctty,  M.  R.  Trevor  6,00 
Philadelphia,"  Spruce    St.  ch., 

mon.  con.,  110,00 
do.,  Thomas  Wattson,  to  cons. 

J.  Warren  Merrill  L.  M.,  100,00 
French  Creek  .Asso.,  per  Rev.  J. 
•    Stevens,  agent,  7,90 
Eaton,  ch.  7,00  ;   Monroe,  ch. 

and  cong.   2,25 ;    friends  in 

Tunkhannock  75c.,  10,00 

Ohio. 

Henrietta.  Philemon  Sheppard  1,00 
Richfield,  Nathaniel  Oviatt  100,00 
Cincinnati,  9th  St.  ch.  17,52; 
Sab.  school  Infant  class  10,00  ; 
do.,  1st  ch.  13,44  ;  Sab.  school 
25,00;  do  ,  5th  St.  ch  8.74; 
Dayton,  ch.  36,00;  Oxford, 
Ebenezer  Lane  63,17;  Mc 
Connelsville.  ch.  and  Sab. 
school  25.00;  Marietta,  ch. 
21,48;  Mrs.  M.  A.  Corwin 
5,00;  a  friend  of  missions,  to 
cons.  Rev.  Wm.  Pearce,  L.  M. 
100,00;  Urbana.  ch.  2,00; 
Cesar's  Creek  Asso.  8,00  ; 
Jamestown,  ch.  5,00;  Wash- 


■  237,90 


inprton,  S.  F.  Yeoman  5,00  ; 
Brimfield,  Sab.  school  3,50  j 
Berlin,  ch.  5.00  ;  Granville 
College,  For.  Miss.  Soc.  8,00  ; 
Bethel  ch.,  at  Cheviot  3,00; 
West  Union,  A.  McCormick 
4,00;  Kingsville,  Mr.  Dibble 
2,00  ;  Sheffield,  ch.  1,11  ; 
Grand  River  Asso.  51. 89  ;  Liv- 
erpool, ch.  3,03;  Columbia, 
ch,  4,81;  Bath,  ch.  4,93; 
Rocky  River  Asso.  81c.  ; 
Rockport,  Istch.,  Henry  Al- 
ger, to  cons,  himself  L.  M., 
I(X),00;  Cleveland,  ch.,  to 
cons.  Moses  White  L.  M  , 
101,79  ;  Lockland.  ch.  2,50; 
Coshocton  Asso.,  Monroe,  ch. 
1.80  ;  Clark's  P.  O..  Rev.  B. 
White  70c.;  Ohio  For.  Miss. 
Soc.  33.00;  per  Rev.  J.  Ste- 
vens, agent,  679,22 


•  780,22 


Indiana. 

Covington,  ch.  3.25  ;  Evansville, 
ch.  8,00;  Wilmington,  Miss. 
Soc.  3,15;  Economy,  ch.  3,00 ; 
per  Rev.  J.  Stevens,  agent, 

Illinois. 

Rockville.  J.  Brundage.per  Rev. 

S.  M.  Osgood,  agent. 
Carrolton,  Rev.  J.  N.  Tolman 
Greenup,  E.  H.  Starkweather 
St.    Clair,    Bethel    ch.    4,50  ; 

Georgetown,  ch..  Miss.  Soc, 

15,00 ;  cash  50c. 

Michigan. 
Pontiac.  ch.  19,00;  Mrs.  Whit- 
man IO,(X);  Adrian,  ch.  9,49; 
Michigan  State  Convention, 
C.  Van  Hasen  tr.,  (of  which 
^25  is  from  Sab.  school  in 
Detroit  ch.,  to  sup.  a  child 
in  Assam  Orphan  School,) 
342,00  ;  Highland  19.32  ; 
Clarkstown  16,79 ;  Mrs.  Lois 
Robinson,  1,00;  Mr,  and  Mrs. 
Elijah  Grow  20,00  ;  to  cons. 
Rev,  .Samuel  Haskell,  Rev,  F. 
L.  Batchelder,  Rev,  U.  B. 
Miller  and  Rev,  E.  H.  Ham- 
lin L.  M.;  per  Rev.  Alfred 
Bennett,  agent, 


Wisconsin. 


Waupuh,  ch. 


Legacies, 
Strongville.  O..  Mrs.  Bilaty  Pom- 

roy,  per  B.  Rouse, 
Ebenezer,  la  ,  Wm.  Morgan,  per 

Rev.  J.  Stevens,   agent,  in 

part. 

New  Haven,  Vt.,  Lois  Langdon, 
per  J.  W.  Langdon  esecutor, 
for  the  Siam  Miss.,  in  part,  1 


17,40 


2,50 
1,00 

3,00 


20,00 


20,50 


437,60 

5,00 
54674,47 


15.00 


50,00 


40.00 


-  205,00 


§4879,47 


Total  from  April  I,  1843,  to  Jan.  31,  1849, 
$50,396,65. 


1 


I 


